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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  MERTHYR  TYDFIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

Department  of  Public  Health, 
Town  Hall, 

Merthyr  Tydfil. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  MERTHYR  TYDFIL. 

Mr  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  mj'-  twenty-first  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil  and  also 
my  Report  on  the  School  Medical  Services. 

The  Death  Rate  is  14.19  per  thousand  of  the  population 
compared  with  12.2  for  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  of  England  and  Wales.  There  were 
no  Maternal  Deaths  during  the  year  as  compared  with  eight  per 
thousand  births  in  1932  and  four  in  1937.  The  Tuberculosis  Death 
Rate  is  the  lowest  on  record.  In  1933  the  Death  Rate  from  Tuber- 
culosis was  1080  per  million  ; in  1952,  450  per  million  and  in  1953 
it  is  302  per  million.  The  most  unsatisfactory  statistical  fact  is 
that  our  Stillbirth  Rate  is  more  than  double  that  for  the  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns.  This  and  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  are  causing  me  deep  concern  and  discussions  have  taken 
place  between  the  Consultant  Paediatrician,  the  Consultant  Ob- 
stetrician and  myself  because  we  are  not  at  all  sure  of  the  cause. 
Investigations  have  been  started  this  year  but  it  will  take  some 
considerable  time  before  any  definite  conclusions  can  be  arrived  at. 

An  interesting  feature  is  the  comparison  of  the  average 
age  of  death  during  the  past  years.  In  1852  it  was  17.5  years, 
by  1875  it  had  advanced  to  27  years.  46.52  years  was  the  average 
in  1932.  Coming  to  more  recent  years,  in  1951  it  was  64.26  ; 
1952,  63.58  and  1953,  63.44  years.  Analysis  of  the  main  causes 
of  death  shows  that  Heart  Disease  is  responsible  for  31%  of  all 
deaths,  Malignant  Disease  for  17%,  Bronchitis  for  72%,  Pneumonia 
for  3%  and  Tuberculosis  for  2%. 

I have  merely  extracted  a few  points  from  the  report — 
detailed  information  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  continued  support  and  sympathetic  consideration  in 
regard  to  the  problems  of  a Health  Department.  I should  like 
also  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  of  my  Staff  and  other 
Departments  and  Organisations  and  many  other  persons  who 
directly,  or  indirectly  contributed  to  its  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  STEPHENS, 

Muiical  Officer  of  Health 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 


Part  I. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 
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VITAL  STATISTICS— 1953 


Area  in  Acres  

Population  (Census  1951)  ... 

Population  (estimate  for  mid-year  1953) 

Density  of  population  1951  per  acre  

Number  of  houses  on  Rate  Books  in  1953  

Number  of  houses/shops  ' 

Number  of  Shops  

Number  of  farms  

Number  ot  Inns  and  Clubs  

Average  number  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house  (1953) 

Rateable  Value  to  March,  1954  

The  product  of  a penny  rate  in  1953 


17,760J 
61,093; 
59,8001 
3.43! 
17,145; 
442: 
46i 


r 


16£ 
3-4^ 
£244,401  j 
£909  : 1 : 


Live  Births  ; 

(legitimate) 

(illegitimate) 


Stillbirths 


Deaths 


Males 

512 

19 

Females 

418 

10 

Total 

930 

29 

531 

428 

959 

30 

22 

52 

461 

388 

849 

Birth  rate 
16’04  per  1,( 
population 


Rate  of5  1-43 
per  1000  bir 

Death  rate  of-j 
14-19  per  1,C 
population 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  

Death  rate  from  Principal  Infectious  Diseases 
Respiratory  T.B.  Death  Rate  (per  MiUion  Population) 

Death  Rate  from  All  Other  Forms  of  T.B.  (per 
Million  Population) 

Death  Rate  from  Malignant  Neoplasms... 
Comparability  Factor  for  Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor 

Comparability  Factor  for  Death  Rate 
Death  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor 


43-79d 

•Nuj 

218i 


84-t 
2-44  i 
1-04- 
16-682j 
1-01  ■ 
14-33^ 


FIG.  2.  MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS— 1953. 
(Actual  Monthly  Totals  rei^resented). 
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POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  population  for  mid-year 
1953  was  59,800. 

In  1801  Merthyr  Tydfil  had  a population  of  7,705;  the  population 
n-adually  increased  and  the  peak  was  reached  in  1913  when  the 
population  was  85,414.  It  gradually  declined  until  a low  hmit  of 
620  was  reached  in  1945.  Since  then  there  has  been  a gradual 
ncrease.  This  is  undoubtly  due  to  the  opening  of  new  factories 
in  the  area.  The  Census  population  in  1951  was  61,093. 


BIRTHS  1953 

The  births  registered  in  Merthyr  during  the  year  1953  were 
1011.  giving  a total  birth  rate  16.91  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
and  a live  Birth  Rate  of  16.04. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15-5. 

Net  Number  of  Live  Births  registered  969 

The  illegitimate  live  births  were  as  follows 
Males  ...  19 

Females  ...  10 

Total  ...  29 


STILL-BIRTHS  1953 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  the  following  figures  :- 
Males  ...  30 

Females  ...  22 

Total  ...  52 

This  total  represents  a rate  of  5T43  per  1,000  births. 

There  were  2 illegitimate  stillbirths  registered  in  1953. 

The  high  number  of  still-births  is  a very  unsatisfactory 
feature  and  has  been  for  many  years.  This  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed with  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  the  Consultant  Obstet- 
rician and  the  Consultant  Paediatrician  in  order  to  try  to  ehct 
the  cause  of  this  continuously  high  Still-birth  Rate. 

I DEATHS  1953 

Number  of  Deaths  in  1953  ...  849 

The  number  of  deaths  actually  occurring  in  the  County 
Borough  Area  during  1953  was  920,  but  with  the  addition  of  49 
I deaths  of  Merthyr  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  Borough 
k and  the  subtraction  of  1 20  deaths  of  non-residents  which  occurred 
* within  the  area,  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  residents  was  849. 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  deaths  of  Residents  of  the  County 
Borough  was  as  follows  : — 


Deaths 

Deathaa 

Dowlais  ... 

...  124 

Town 

...  1144 

Penydarren 

...  140 

Plymouth 

...  85S 

Park  

...  109 

Merthyr  Vale 

...  941 

Cyfarthfa 

...  .106 

Treharris 

...  777 

No  significance,  of  course,  can  be  attached  to  the  above  figures, 
because  age  and  sex  distribution  have  not  been  taken  into  account, . 
nor  has  the  population  and  deaths  at  hospitals  and  institutions. 


DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  OCCURRING  OUTSIDE 
THE  BOROUGH 

Royal  Hamadryad  Hospital.  Cardiff,  2 ; Royal  Infirmary,  Cardiff! 

9 ; St.  Winifred’s  Hospital.  Cardiff,  2 ; St.  David’s  Hospital,  Cardiff  f 

10  ; St.  Woolos  Hospital,  Newport,  2 ; Llandough  Hospital,  4 ; ; 
Kettering  General  Hospital,  1 ; Graig  Hospital,  Pontypridd,  1 ; ; 
Sully  Hospital,  Barry,  1 ; Miners’  Hospital,  Caerphilly,  1 ; Llanelly ' 
General  Hospital,  1 ; Tredegar  General  Hospital,  1 ; Royal  In-- 
firmary,  Bristol,  1 ; Rhymney  Common,  1 ; Cefn  Coed  Viaduct,  1 ; ; 
Teddington,  Surrey,  1;  Bedlinog  Drift.  1;  Pandy  Colliery,  Neath,  1 ;; 
Willesden,  London,  1 ; Bedwas  Colliery.  1 ; Porthcawl,  1 ; Aber-- 
ayron,  1 ; Groesfaen  Colliery,  Deri,  1 ; Porth,  Rhondda,  1 ; Barry, . 
Glam..  1 ; Dowlais  Works.  Cardiff,  1. 

Total  ...  49. 

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES. 

HEART  DISEASE. 


Total. 


Male.s 

. . » 

. . . 

129 

Females 

... 

... 

135 

The  deaths  recorded 

in  the 

age  and 

sex  groups  are  as 

follows  ; — 

0—5 

5—15 

15 — 45 

45 — bo 

65  upw’da 

Males  — 

1 

9 

34 

85 

Females  — 

— 

6 

20 

109 

Heart  disease,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  31.09%  of  the* 


total  causes  of  death  as  compared  with  29.73%  in  1952. 

Heart  disease  Death  Rate  was  4,415  per  million  population.  | 
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MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS 


Total. 

Males  ...  ...  82 

Females  ...  ...  64 

The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as 
follows  : — 

0 — 5 5 — 15  15 — 45  45 — 65  65  upw’ds 

Males  — — 3 34  45 

Females  — — 7 24  33 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  therefore,  were  responsible  for  17.19%  of  the 
total  causes  of  death  and  a death  rate  of  2,441  per  million  popula- 
tion. 


TUBERCULOSIS  (Pulmonary  and  other  forms). 

Total. 

M ales  ...  ...  11 

Females  ...  ...  7 


The  deaths 
follows  : — 

recorded  in  the 

age  and  sex 

groups  are  as 

0—5 

5—15 

15—45 

45—65 

65  upw’ds 

Males  — 

1 

2 

6 

2 

Females — 

1 

4 

2 

Fuberciilosis,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  2*12%  of  the  total 
causes  of  death,  and  a death  rate  of  301  per  mihion  population. 


CONGENITAL  MALFORMATIONS. 


Males 


Total. 

3 


Females  ...  3 

Congenital  Debihty,  Malformation,  etc.  therefore 
responsible  for  0-71  % of  the  total  causes  of  death. 


were 
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BRONCHITIS. 


Total 

Males  50 

Females  15 


The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as  & 
follows  : — • 

® ^ 15  45  45 — 65  65  upw*ds 

Male  — — 1 17  32 

Females — — — 1 14 

Bronchitis,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  7-66%  of  the  total. I 
causes  of  death  and  a death  rate  of  1,090  per  million  population.!. 


PNEUMONIA. 

Total. 

Males  ...  ...  15 

Females  ...  ...  12 

The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as  s 
follows  : — 

0 — 5 5 — 15  15 — 45  45 — 65  65  upw’da 

Males  — — — — — 

Females  — — — — — 

Pneumonia,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  3.17%  of  the  total, 
causes  of  death,  and  a death  rate  of  451  per  million  population. 


DEATHS  AT  CERTAIN  AGE  PERIODS. 

Percentage  of 


Age  Periods 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  Deaths 

Under  1 year 

...  28 

...  14  ... 

42 

...  4.95 

1-5 

1 

...  2 ... 

3 

...  0.35 

5-15 

...  2 

...  5 ... 

7 

...  0.82 

15-45 

...  28 

...  24  ... 

52 

...  6.13 

45-65 

...  139 

...  74  ... 

213 

...  25  09 

65-75 

...  122 

...  104  ... 

226 

...  26.62 

75  and  over 

...  141 

...  165  ... 

306 

...  36.04 

I 


FIG.  6.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE.  1930—1953 
(Rate  Per  Thousand  Live  Births). 
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FATAL  ACCIDENTS  and  HOMICIDE. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  fatal  accidents,  and  suicides 
registered  during  the  year  : — 

Fatal  Accidents  : Accidental  fall  downstairs,  1 ; Carbon  Mono- 

xide Poisoning,  1 ; Motor  Vehicle  Accidents,  5 ; 
Asphyxia  due  to  various  accidental  causes,  5 ; 
Multiple  injuries  caused  by  a railway  engine,  1 ; 
Multiple  injuries  received  during  the  course  of 
emplo}anent,  5 ; Accidental  scalding,  1 ; Ac- 
cidental falls,  3. 

Total  Fatal  Accidents  ...  22. 

Suicides  : Coalgas  Poisoning,  4 ; Asphyxia  due  to  Drowning,  2 ; 

Falling  off  railway  bridge,  1. 

Total  Suicides  ...  7. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


There  were  forty-two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  giving 
a rate  of  43.79  per  thousand  births.  There  were  two  fewer  deaths 
than  in  1952  when  a rate  of  45.79  per  thousand  births  was  recorded. 

COMPARISON  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 42 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  Nil. 

Rate  per  thousand  Legitimate  Births 45.16 

Infantile  Mortahty  Rate  for  England  & Wales  26.8 
Infantile  Mortahty  Rate  for  the  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  30.8 

ANALYSIS  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 


a. — Age  Groups. 

Under  One  week  ... 

Over  one  week  but  under  one  month 

One  to  three  months 

Three  to  six  months 

Six  to  Nine  months 

Nine  to  twelve  months 


22 

4 

1 

11 

3 

1 


Tot.\l 


42 


b. — Ward  Distribution. 

The  following  are  details  of  Infant  Deaths  for  1953  showing 
ward  distribution  ; — , ^ 


Dowlais 

Penydarren 

Park 

Cyfarthfa 


4 Town 

6 Plymouth 

6 Merthyr  Vale 

4 Treharris 

Total 


7 

4 

5 

6 

42 


in  distribution  are  shown 

in  the  appended  tables,  pages  26  and  27. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  1953 

Nett  Deaths  under  One  year  from  Stated  Causes — WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  FOR  THE  YEARS 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 


1928  TO  1953. 


93  1941 
107  1942 
91  1943 
105  1944 

73  1945 
89.'/  1946 

74  1947 
74  1948 
79  1949 
79  1950 
77  1951 
86  1952 
58  1953 


80 

80-03 

63 

64 
70-8 

60.47 

62-65 

48.22 

47-09 

40-68 

42- 3 
45-79 

43- 79 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  3 

Number  of  deaths  from  Puerperal  vSepsis  Nil 


The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notifications  per  1,000  total  births 
live  and  still,  for  England  and  Wales,  was  18.23  ; for  Merthyr, 
2.97  The  rate  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  was 
30.8 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year ...  ...  nil 

Death  rate  per  thousand  total  births  ...  ...  nil 


ST.  TYDFIL'S  HOSPITAL  AND  GWAUNFARREN 
MATERNITY  HOME. 

827  women  entered  the  St.  Tydfils  Hosp.  or  Gwaunfarren  Maternity 
Home  for  their  confinement  during  the  year — of  these,  689  were 
cases  from  the  Countj'^  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Priority  for 
admission  was  given  to  those  (a)  Primipara — with  anticipated  i 
obstetrical  difficulties,  and  (b)  cases  where  the  home  circumstances  > 
were  unsatisfactory. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  — 1933-1953 
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The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified 
dumber  of  deaths 


Nil 
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IDeath  Rate 


Nil 


1 During  the  year  1953  the  total  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
l|»otified  was  21,  but  none  of  these  were  cases  of  clinical  diphtheria. 
^ propose,  in  future,  to  give  the  case  mortality  and  incidence  on 
his  basis.  In  previous  years  all  cases  that  have  been  admitted 
: 0 the  Isolation  Hospital  as  diphtheria,  have  been  taken  as  the 
I rue  figure,  and  case  mortality  and  incidence  have  been  based  on 
hat.  That  return,  of  course,  was  inaccurate,  but  now  that  we 
lave  come  to  the  true  statistical  figure,  we  find  that  our  case  mor- 
ahty  is  Nil. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  1953. 

As  stated  in  a previous  Report,  the  immunisation  campaign 
i?as  commenced  on  the  12th  of  September,  1934. 

Number  of  children  completely  immunised 
up  to  and  including  31st  December,  1953 — 20,029. 

During  1953,  597  children  were  immunized. 


lumber  of  cases  for  the  \'ear  1953  ...  ...  ...  87 

lumber  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Of  the  87  notified,  19  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  the 
emainder  were  nursed  at  home.  The  disease  continues  to  be 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


pild  in  type. 


M2ASLES. 


■ Number  of  Cases  for  the  Year  1953 
I Number  of  Deaths  


463 


2 
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CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Four  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  ENCEPHALITIS 
LETHARGIC  A. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Acute  Pohomyelitis  and  one  case  of 
Encephalitis  Lethargica  notified  during  the  year. 

GASTRITIS,  DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS 

Tliere  were  eight  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  Gastritis  and  Enteritis 
during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 
for  1953  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  County  Borough,  being 
302  per  million  population  and  represents  a reduction  of  approxi- 
mately thirty-three  per  cent,  on  1952.  The  high  death  rate  during 
the  past  number  of  years  has  been  an  unpleasant  feature  of  our 
Public  Health,  particularly  when  compared  with  the  remainder  of 
Wales  and  the  rate  fot  England  and  Wales.  Our  percentage  re- 
duction has  been  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country  over  the  past  two 
years  but  this  has  been  of  small  concern  when  comparing  our  high 
rate  with  those  of  other  areas.  However,  the  position  with  regard  to 
this  Authority  is  much  more  favourable  this  year  and  it  is  a very 
encouraging  sign  that,  in  the  case  of  our  Pulmonary  T.B.  Death 
Rate  of  214  per  million  population,  the  figure  is  thirty  less  than  that 
for  the  whole  of  Wales. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Aslett,  reports  : 

“In  1953,  the  proportion  of  contacts  examined  to  new  cases 
diagnosed  was  10:13.  Close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the 
local  Ministry  of  Labour  Employment  Exchanges  regarding 
the  employment  of  quiescent  or  arrested  cases  but  there 
were  very  few  cases  of  positive  sputum  suitable  for  work. 
Co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  General  Practitioners 
and  in  the  few  instances  where  a case  was  notified  after  death, 
the  Doctors  concerned  referred  the  contacts  to  the  Chest 
Clinic.  All  children  attending  the  Clinic,  whatever  the 
cause,  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  except  in  cases  where 
the  parents  objected.  Apart  from  the  visits  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  to  the  County  Borough  area,  no  special 
case  finding  surveys  were  instituted  in  1953.” 

The  Health  Visitors  of  the  Local  Authority  also  carry  out 
the  duties  of  Tuberculosis  Visitors  and  during  1953,  thej^  made 
seven  hundred  and  forty  three  visits  to  T.B.  Patients  at  their  own 
homes.  The  Health  Visitors  attend  periodically  at  the  Chest 
Clinic  in  order  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  latest  techniques 
in  the  nursing  and  treatment  of  tubercular  cases.  Much  valuable 
co-operation  is  afforded  by  these  attendances  and  the  nurses  are  able 
to  discuss  specific  cases  with  the  Chest  Physicians  Medical  and 
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/ Nursing  Staff.  The  District  Nurses  also  participate  in  the  treat- 
nnent  of  T.B.  patients  at  home  who  are  either  awaiting  admission 
to  Sanatoria  or  have  been  discharged  therefrom.  During  the  year, 

I the  District  Nurses  attended  one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  cases 
and,  in  order  to  carr}'^  out  the  treatments,  paid  four  thousand  two 


hundred  and  ninety  six  visits. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

Total  number  of  Notifications  ...  ...  100 

Pulmonary  . . . Males  ...  ...  48 

P'emales  ...  ...  39 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Males  ...  ...  9 

P'emales  ...  ...  4 


: Notification  Rates  (Per  Thousand  Population)  : 

Pulmonary  ...  Males  

Females ... 

Non  Pulmonary  . . . Males 

Females ... 


..  . 0.80 
...  0.65 

..  0.15 

...  0.07 


DEATHS. 

Total  number  of  Deaths 

Pulmonary  ...  Males 

Females . . . 

Non-Pulmonaiy ...  Males 

Females . . . 

Death  Rates  : (per  million  population) 
Pulmonary  ...  Males  ... 

Females... 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . Males 

Females... 

Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms) 


18 

9 

4 

2 

3 

151 

67 

50 

34 

301 


The 
is  given 


age  distribution  of  notifications  and  deaths  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  following  table  ; 


Age 

Periods 


Deaths 


Notifications 


1 

! Pulni 

onary 

Non-pulmonary 

Prilmonary 

Non-pu 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

i ' 



— 

— 

0 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

i ~o 

— 

I 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

— 

1 

33 

31 

3 

6 

1 

— 

1 

10 

5 

I 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

9 

4 

2 

3 

48  1 

39 

9 

18 

— ~ 

2 

2 


RETURN  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHEST  CLINIC  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1953. 


Grand 

Total 

794 

6 

1 

1 

1/3 
•O  C'i 

O lO  CO  CO  1 

X *— i 

oo 

P?8  j 
1 

"3 

•M 

g 

tci 

1 

CO  — 

1 1 1 1 

IC 

CO 

3 

o 

X 

■-?  1 1 

^ 1 

? '-Ill 

X 

H 

5 

d 

P4 

343 
3 1 

cc  CO 

CD  1 

1 

CO 



1/3 

X 

CO 

'O 

. 

X 

376 
2 ! 
1 1 

CD 

03  C-J  O O'!  1 

1 sot- 

! 

j 

(d 

a 

o 

g 

a 

- 1 1 

1 

2 II  1 1 

X 

p: 

o 

X 

^ 1 1 

CO  1 

2 II  1 1 

o 

1 

a 

o 

3 

*d 

h 

??  1 1 

p,  1 

JI5  '-'-11 

s 

??  1 1 

1 1 

^ '-'-11 

t- 

cd 

d 

n 

d 

0^ 

H 

ui 

2-  1 

»-H 

(M  1 1 1 1 

<N  1 1 1 1 

M 

N 

'U 

3 

^ 1 1 

^ 1 

i 

39 

1 

X 

CO 

B 

"d 

;3 

d 

a 

310 

3 i 
1 

_ 1 

21 

8 

1 

342 

1 

5 1 
4 

CO 

< 1 
1 = 

343 

2 

1 

^ CD 
D1 

383 

1 

9 

2 

1 

1 371 

(A 

O 

o 

< 

o 


ho 


a 

o 


cn 

^ s 

a 

o 

IH  **-• 

V o 


^ W} 

H.S 

M-4  Ch 

o CJ 

STt*^ 
tzi 

L 

55  ^ 

-52  d j-> 

M C3  2 

W 4/  1-.  Q 

p PeJHh-I 
c4  cc 


bo 


t3  : 

s 

c 

b£ 

.5 

Cd 


. 

O w 


H 2 

o 


3 tfi 

.5  ^ 

§s 

PQW 

HH 


n ^ 

O Ih 

4> 

^ - 
W 3 
a 

a — — , 

D rtOO 


CO  CO 
CO  OT 

cd 


cd 


4>  . 

^ P 

3 ^ 

•Stp 


cd 

C I 
^ rt 

CO  w 


V 


CO  ^ 

ttf  O 

CO  ^ 

O^’C 

ti  ^ 
%'u^ 

<=>^  u 
•u 

m3  Jf 

a c 

P cd  P^ 


a 


s ^ . 

CJ  I 

ho  ^ 
a > 


cd 

o 


c 

CO 

cd 

o 

u 


cd  i>  j2 

-d  2 o 

rt  d w. 
DOC 

opcp^ 


+>  T-.  (N  « 


•d  >.  : 

O iH 

c4 

n 

tn  c 
tH  D ki 
■n  P.  :4 

•<  « D 

a?^  >> 


a 


55  a 

>1  D 

*s< 

K d D 

5 CJ3 


35 


The  Ward  distribution  of  the 
Dowlais  ...  1 

Penydarren  ...  3 

Park  3 

Cyfarthfa  ...  3 


deaths  was  as  follows  : 
Town  ...  ...  4 

Plymouth  ...  2 

Merthyr  Vale  ...  2 

Treharris  ...  — 


ERYSIPELAS. 

{dumber  of  Notifications  received  during  the  year  ...  81 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  persons  suffering  from 
Erysipelas  received  during  the  year  1953  was  8,  as  compared 
nith  10  in  the  previous  year. 


CHICKEN-POX. 

Chicken-pox  was  not  notifiable  during  the  year,  and  we  have 
Qo  knowledge  of  the  number  of  cases  that  occurred. 


BRONCHITIS. 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

iBronchitis  Death  Rate  (Per  Million  Population)  1087 

j 

I Forty-six  of  the  deaths  occurred  amongst  persons  aged  65 
fyears  and  over.  Of  these  32  were  males  and  14  were 
females. 
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WHOOPING-COUGH. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil] 

Number  of  cases  notified  to  the  Department  and 

visited  by  Health  Visitors  32; 

Whooping  Cough  Death  Rate  Nil 

PNEUMONIA. 

Number  of  Notifications  received  during  the  year  ...  9 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Pneumonia  Death  Rate  (per  Million  Population) 451 


SMALL- POX. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  during  the  year. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  for  the  above  con- 
ditions are  in  the  Mardy  Hospital  Grounds. 

The  Clinics  are  available  at  3 p.m.  for  females  on  Tuesday* ' 
and  for  males  on  Thursdays  at  5 p.m.  The  Irrigation  Room  is 
open  daily  (except  Sundays)  at  12  noon  and  5 p.m. 

On  January  1st,  1953,  3 males  and  2 females  were  imder  : 
treatment,  and  during  the  year  32  males  and  8 females  came ' 
under  treatment  for  the  first  time.  The  number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  before  the  completion  of  treatment  was  5. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st  . 
December,  1953,  was  8 males  and  2 females. 
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The  number  of  attendances — 

{a)  For  individual  attention  of  the  Medical  OfScer  was 
218  males  and  103  females. 

{b)  For  intermediate  treatment,  e.g.,  irrigation,  was 

Nil. 


A number  attending  the  Clinic  were  from  Glamorgan,  Mon- 
mouthshire and  Breconshire. 


Attendanees  at  V.D.  Clinic  1928 — 1953 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

1928 

3915 

1651 

5566 

1929 

4424 

1843 

6267 

1930 

4109 

1648 

5757 

1931 

3653 

1685 

5338 

1932 

4219 

1620 

5839 

1933 

4361 

1905 

6266 

1934 

6120 

1458 

7578 

1935 

6887 

1928 

8815 

1936 

5981 

1697 

7678 

1937 

6564 

1689 

8253 

1938 

6018 

1321 

7339 

1939 

5802 

995 

6797 

1940 

4129 

1070 

5199 

1941 

2346 

1459 

3805 

1942 

2234 

1851 

4085 

1943 

1946 

1699 

3645 

1944 

2744 

1110 

3844 

1945 

2446 

1430 

3876 

1946 

2809 

969 

3378 

1947 

1406 

681 

• • • 

2087 

1948 

1458 

905 

2363 

1949 

484 

291 

775 

1950 

671 

306 

977 

1951 

276 

228 

508 

1952 

203 

67 

270 

1953 

218  ...  103 

Syphilitic  Diseases. 

321 

Number  of  Deaths 


One 


38 


MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 
The  following  tables  indicate  the  details  of  cases  of  infectious- 
diseases  treated  at  the  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year. 
The  hospital  is,  of  course,  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  but  owing  to  its  association  with  the  general  Work  of  pre- 
vention of  infectious  diseases,  I think  the  inclusion  of  these  details  • 
is  of  great  interest.  For  a similar  reason  the  details  of  Gwaunfarren . 
Maternity  Home  are  given  because  of  its  association  with  our  Ante-  - 
Natal  Clinics.  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  from  outside  the  County 
Borough  Area  are  included  in  the  tables. 

ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  TREATED  IN  MARDY  ISOLATION! 

HOSPITAL  — 1953 


DISEASE 

In  Hasp. 
31/12/52 

Ad- 

mitted 

Dis- 

charged 

Deaths 

In  Hasp. 
31/12/53 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

36 

4 

Diphtheria  . . . 

5 

38 

40 

— 

3 

CSM/TB  Men 

3 

23 

21 

3 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

9 

8 

1 

— 

Gastro-Enteritis 

— 

32 

28 

1 

3 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Pemphigus  ... 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— - 

Dysentery  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Stomatitis  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . . . 

1 

4 

5 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . . 

— 

7 

6 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

18 

16 

— 

2 

Measles 

3 

29 

31 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

B.C.G.  Treatment 

— 

6 

6 

— , 

— 

Observation  ... 

— 

10 

10 

-- 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tot.\l  Infectious 

Diseases 

12 

235 

226 

7 

14 

Tuberculosis 

36 

111 

101 

2 

44 

48  346  327  9 58 


Gk.\nd  Total 
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Analysis  of  Patients  Treated  at  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital 


DISEASE 

Merthyr  Tydfil  C.B 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 
C.S.M./T.B.  Men 
Poliomyelitis 
G astro-enteritis 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
B.C.G.  Treatment 
Erysipelas  . . . 
Pneumonia  . . . 
M’hooping  Cough 
Measles 
Paratyphoid 
Observation  . . . 


Diphtheria  . . . 
C.S.M./T.B.Men. 
Pohomyelitis 
Gastro-enteritis 
Chicken  Pox 
Dysentery  . . . 
Erysipelas  . . . 
Pneumonia  . . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Observation  . . . 
Pemphigus 


Mountain  Ash  U.D.C. 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  . . . 
C.S.M./T.B.Men. 
Erysipelas  . . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Paratyphoid 
Pemphigus  ... 
Stomatitis 
Dysentery  . . . 
Chicken  Pox 

Gastro-Entcritis 


In  Hasp. 

Ad- 

Dis- 

In  Hosp. 

31/12/52 

mitted 

charged 

Deaths 

31/12/53 

— 

19 

15 



4 

4 

26 

27 



3 

3 

5 

5 

2 

1 

— 

4 

4 



— 

22 

20 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

6 

6 



— 

2 

2 

- 

— 

6 

6 



— 

5 

4 

1 

— 

20 

19 

1 

— 

2 

2 



• 

4 

4 

— 

— 

7 

122 

115 

4 

10 

Vaynor  & 

Bendery 

n R.D.C. 

— 

7 

7 



— 

13 

11 

1 

1 

— 

2 

<y 

— 

7 

6 



1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 



1 

— 

10 

9 

2 

7 

9 

— 

6 

• 6 



7 

7 

— 

— 

3 

62 

60 

2 

3 

— o 

1 4 

— 5 

— 2 

— 2 

1 

- 1 

- 1 

- 1 

- 1 

— 2 

3 


0 
5 
5 
2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
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Breconshire  C.C.  and  Brecon 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  — 

Poliomyelitis  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  — 

Paratyphoid  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  — 


Borough  Council 


15 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 


15 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 


23  22 


1 


1 


Rhymney  U.D.C. 

Measles  ...  — l i 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Summary  of  Patients  Treated  at  Mardy  Isol.\tion  Hospital 

IN  1953. 


Clinical  condition 
Group  on  discharge 

Discharges  or  Deaths  in  1953 

Male. 

Female 

Total 

T.B.  Minus  Quiescent  ... 

,.  18 

16 

34 

Non-quiescent 

,.  11 

19 

30 

T.B.  Plus  Quiescent 

..  

— 

— 

Non-quiescent 

..  21 

16 

37 

Died  in  Hospital ... 

1 

1 

2 

Bed  State 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Beds  Available 

22 

22 

44 

Beds  Occupied 

on  31/12/53 

22 

22 

44 

Discharges 

during  1953 

50 

51 

101 

41 


OPHTHALMIA  NEOMATORUM. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  1 

Rate  per  thousand  births  1*04 

BOARDING -OUT  OF  CHILDREN 

The  undermentioned  particulars  here  are  supplied  by  the 
Children’s  Officer  : 

Children  Boarded-out  as  on  the  1st  of  September, 

1953. 

1.  Merthyr  children  boarded-out  in  Merthyr  ...  60 

2.  Children  boarded-out  in  Merthyr  by  other  Auth- 

orities ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • • • • ^ 

3.  Children  supervised  under  Child  Life  Protection 

provisions  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • ^ 


GWAUNFARREN  HOUSE  MATERNITY  HOME. 


Number  of  births  during  1953...  ...  •••  •••  480 

Number  of  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  466 

Number  of  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  babies  died  during  the  first  week  of  life  ...  Nil. 
Number  of  premature  births  {i.e.  babies  weighing  less  than 

5^  lbs.  at  birth)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  premature  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  cases  of  measles,  whooping  cough, 
and  certain  other  infectious  diseases  at  the  patients’  homes.  The 
Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  through  their  Chest  Clinic,  pro- 
vides one  nurse  for  out-patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


ANTE-NATAL  LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS 

The  following  are  details  of  specimens  submitted  from  the 
various  Ante-Natal  Clinics  ; 

Examination  for  Rh.  Factor  476 

Examinations — Wassermann  Reaction  ...  ...  426 

Examinations— G.C.F.  and  Kahn  426 

Examinations — Blood  Urea  9 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

There  are  37  Primary  Schools  in  the  Borough  ; 6 Secondary 
Modem  Schools ; 3 Secondary  Grammar  Schools ; 1 Secondary 
Technical  School ; 1 Nursery  School  and  Sandbrook  House  Rheu- 
matic Hospital  School  (which  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Welsh 
Regional  Hospital  Board).  The  average  numbers  of  pupils  on 


the  registers  were  : — 

Primary 

6,610 

Modern 

1,330 

Grammar  and  Technical 

1,671 

Nursery 

29 

Sandbrook  House  ... 

22 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS  AND  MILK 
TO  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Dinners  : 885,957 

Amount  received  from  Parents 

or  Guardians  ...  ...  £20, 162 

Milk  : 

Number  of  children  supplied  with  one 

third  pint  milk  daily  ...  ...  7,785 


SCOPE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  children  inspected  during  the  year  in  the  three 
age  groups  was  : — 

Periodic  Medical  Inspections  ; 


Entrants 

...  706 

2nd  Age  Group 

...  810 

3rd  Age  Group 

...  859 

Total  ... 

...  2384 

sctions  ; 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

...  1021 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

...  1391 

Total  . . . 

...  2412 
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SCHOOL  MAINTENANCE. 

Progress  Return  for  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1953. 

The  following  are  details  of  work  carried  out  at  the  various 
schools  in  the  County  Borough  during  1953  as  submitted  by  the 
Borough  Engineer’s  Department  : — 

1.  Decoration  and  Painting  ; 

Pant  Infants. 

Dowlais  Central. 

Queen’s  Road  Infants. 

Georgetown  Modern. 

Twynyrodyn  Junior. 

Abermorlais  Boys  and  Girls. 

Woodlands. 

Penydarren  Infants. 

Dowlais  Roman  Catholic. 

Caedraw  Boys  and  Girls. 

Cyfarthfa  Grammar. 

County  Grammar. 

Quakers’  Yard  Grammar. 


2.  Repairs  and  Renovations  ; 

Gellifaelog  Senior  Boys  and  Junior. 
Dowlais  R.C. 

Penydarren  Junior. 

Queen’s  Road  Infants. 

Twynyrodyn  Junior  Mixed. 

Webster  Street. 

Pantglas  Senior. 
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Merthyr  Vale  Junior. 

Pant  Infants. 

Georgetown  Modern  Secondary. 

Treharris  Central  Infants. 

Troedyrhiw  Infants. 

Caedraw  Boys  and  Girls. 

Heolgerrig  Junior. 

Dowlais  Central  Boys  and  Girls. 

Woodlands. 

Abermorlais  Boys  and  Girls . . 

Pengarnddu. 

Cyfarthfa  Grammar. 

Quaker’s  Yard  Grammar. 

3.  Electrical  Installation  and  Maintenance  : 

Gellifaelog  Senior  Boys. 

Merthyr  Vale  Junior. 

Pantglas  Senior. 

Pentrebach  Technical. 

Pant  Junior. 

Troedyrhiw  Infants. 

Penydarren  Junior. 

Webster  Street. 

Quakers’  Yard  Technical. 

Quakers’  Yard  Grammar. 

County  Grammar. 

4.  Major  Alterations  and  Additions. 

New  Science  Block,  County  Grammar  School  (Completion). 
New  Kitchen  and  Dining  Room  Unit,  County  Grammar 
School  (Completion). 

New  Kitchen  and  Dining  Room  Unit,  Quaker’s  Yard 
Grammar  School  (Completion). 

5.  General.  Maintenance  work  of  a minor  nature  was  carried  out 
at  all  Schools  and  at  the  School  Clinics,  Dowlais  Nursery  School 
and  the  Education  Department  Offices. 


47 


Minor  Aliments 

The  Minor  Ailments  seen  at  the  various  Clinics  by  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  were  as  follows  : — 


Merthyr 

D’lais 

T’rhiw 

T’harris 

Canonbie 

Totals 

Skt.v  

47 

42 

19 

20 

17 

145 

Eyes  Vision  ... 

9 

9 

5 

3 

12 

38 

Squint  ... 

6 

5 

4 

3 

3 

17 

Other  ... 

16 

3 

5 

2 

14 

40 

Ears  Hearing 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19 

Otitis  Media  . . . 

15 

2 

5 

5 

17 

45 

Other  ... 

20 

9 

5 

3 

11 
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Nose  and  Throat 

124 

18 

19 

15 

19 

198 

Speech  

3 

4 

— 

1 

— ■ 

8 

Cervical  Glands 

55 

4 

4 

3 

7 

73 

Heart  and  Circulation 

36 

4 

3 

— 

2 

45 

Lungs  

41 

4 

5 

8 

7 

65 

Developmental  Hernia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Orthopaedic  Posture 

8 

— 

2 

— 

— 

10 

Flat  Feet 

11 

4 

2 

2 

3 

22 

Other  ... 

35 

19 

11 

5 

10 

80 

Nervous  System  Epilepsy  5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

Other 

13 

3 

8 



4 

28 

Other  Defects 

76 

35 

31 

9 

23 

174 

The  Minor  Ailments  treated  at 

the  various  Clinics  were  as  follows: — 

Skin  

142 

69 

20 

39 

12 

282 

Scabies  

3 

5 

— 





8 

Other  Ear  Defects  ... 

12 

— 

— 



7 

19 

Other  Eye  defects  ... 

8 

4 

5 

1 

3 

21 

Glands  ... 

1 

— 





■ 

1 

Miscellaneous... 

175 

57 

45 

11 

9 

297 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

Two  hundred  and  forty  five  cases  of  chronic  tonsillitis 
were  recorded  at  routine  examinations  as  requiring  treatment  ; 
198  specials  were  found  to  be  requiring  treatment. 

Tuberculosis 

Twelve  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  school  children  were  notified 
during  the  year — 6 pulmonary,  6 non  pulmonary. 

Skin  Diseases 

There  were  77  routine  cases  of  skin  disease  and  145  specials 
requiring  treatment. 

External  Eye  Diseases 

There  were  14  cases  found  at  routine  examinations  and  40 
at  special  examinations. 

Vision 

One  hundred  and  forty  six  routine  cases  and  38  specials  were 
tound  to  have  errors  of  refraction  amounting  to  6/12  or  less  These 
were  submitted  for  rc- fraction. 
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Ear  Diseases  and  Hearing 

Nine  cases  of  routine  and  45  specials  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  otitis  media,  15  were  recorded  at  routine  and  19  at  special 
examinations  under  the  heading  Defective  Hearing.  Three  routine 
and  48  specials  were  recorded  as  Other  Ear  Diseases. 

Crippling  Defects 

Twelve  routine  were  recorded  as  suffering  from  deformities, 
apart  from  the  old  cases  coming  up  for  renewal  by  the  Medical 
Officers. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Children  suffering  from  notifiable  diseases  were  excluded 
from  School  as  indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


In  addition,  139  children  were  excluded  from  school  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  including  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases, 
debility,  heart  and  lung  affections,  rheumatism,  chorea,  etc. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

As  stated  previously,  diphtheria  immunisation  was  com- 
menced in  1934.  During  the  year  1953,  597  children  were 
completely  immunised  and  since  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign, 20,029  children  have  been  completely  immunised. 

Heart  and  Circulation 

Seventy-eight  cases  of  organic  heart  disease  were  found  at 
routine  examinations  and  45  at  specials  were  noted. 

Lung  Diseases 

There  were  ninety  four  cases  of  bronchitis  in  the  routine 
and  65  in  the  specials. 

Rheumatism 

Thirty  four  new  cases  were  added  to  the  New  Register  and 
there  were  32  on  the  Old  Register  making  a total  of  66. 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

Forty  five  cases  at  routine  and  174  at  specials  were  recorded. 


Suffering  from 

Disease.  Contacts. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

C.  S.  M. 


69 

15 

3 


66 

21 

4 
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FOLLOWING  UP 

This  procedure  has  been  explained  in  previous  reports.  The 
parents  are  notified  of  defects  ; this  is  shortly  followed  by  a visit 
to  the  Clinic,  the  defects  explained,  and  the  patient  either  referred 
to  his  own  doctor  or  treated  at  the  School  Clinic.  The  School 
Nurses  afterwards  follow  up  the  cases. 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 


Uncleanliness 

In  the  survey  of  schools  for  uncleanly  conditions,  the  nurses 
made  a total  of  49,929  examinations,  and  the  number  of  children 
found  unclean  was  1 ,573.  The  average  number  of  visits  paid  by 
each  nurse  was  27.  No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during 
the  year,  but  in  some  instances.  Sanitary  Inspectors  visited  the 
homes  with  the  School  Nurses,  and  use  was  made  of  the  Inspector 
of  Cruelty  to  Children.  The  baths  at  the  Merthyr  and  Dowlais 
Chnics  are  frequently  made  use  of,  and  the  lending  out  of  Sachers’ 
Combs  at  week-ends  still  continues  with  good  results. 


Minor  Ailments 

These  continued  to  be  treated  in  large  numbers  at  the  Merthyr 
and  Dowlais  Chnics,  which  are  open  every  morning  (Sundays  ex- 
cepted) with  a nurse  in  attendance.  The  Medical  Officers  attend 
one  afternoon  per  week  in  each  Clinic.  In  the  lower  valley,  use 
is  made  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  at  the  end  of  the  session  for 
seeing  Minor  Ailments,  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  on  Thursday 
morning  at  Treh arris  Clinic.  A nurse  is  in  attendance  at  Canonbie 
and  Troedyrhiw  Clinics  each  morning  from  9.30  a.m. /to  11  a.m., 
for  minor  ailments.  There  were  4,993  attendances  at  all  Clinics 
during  the  year.  The  minor  ailments  treated  were  bruises,  ab- 
scesses, sores,  scabies,  etc. 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects 

Children  suffering  from  nose  or  throat  defects  who  were  found 
to  require  treatment  were  re-examined  at  the  School  Clinics,  and 
those  found  to  require  operative  treatment  were  admitted  to  St. 
Tydfil’s  Hospital  or  Merthyr  General  Hospital.  The  children 
were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  the  day  before  the  operation  and 
kept  in  overnight.  Some  of  the  operations  were  performed  by 
local  general  practitioners  with  special  knowledge  of  the  work, 
and  some  by  a Consultant  Surgeon  from  Cardiff.  During  the  year 
278  children  were  treated  at  the  General  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis 

All  definite  and  suspected  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  referred 
to  the  local  Chest  Physician.  Last  year  12. cases  were  so  referred. 
6 Pulmonary,  and  6 Non  Pulmonary.  The  after  care  of  these 
cases  is  undertaken  by  the  School  Nurses  who  have  an  intimate 
knowledge,  frequently  visit  the  homes  and  act  as  Uaison  officers 
between  the  patients  and  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

Skin  Diseases 

Two  cases  of  Ringworm  of  scalp  were  found  during  the  year. 
Four  cases  of  Ringworm  of  body  were  found  to  require  treatment 
during  the  year.  The  usual  antiseptic  treatment  was  employed 
in  these  cases.  There  was  no  occasion  to  use  the  X-Ray  apparatus 
during  the  year. 

External  Eye  Diseases 

There  were  54  cases  of  external  eye  diseases  noted  during  the 
year. 

Vision 

One  hundred  and  forty  six  children  in  the  routine  exam- 
inations and  38  in  the  specials  were  noted  as  suffering  from  defective 
vision,  excluding  squint.  There  were  49  cases  of  squint  in  the 
routine,  and  17  in  the  specials.  The  services  of  Dr.  Parry  were 
maintained  during  the  year,  and  304  children  were  examined  by 
him.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  287  cases. 


REPORT  ON  THE  OPHTHALMIC  WORK  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1953 

Number  of  Refraction  cases  255 

No.  of  children  for  whom  glasses  were  prescribed  287 
Number  of  other  defects  or  diseases  of  the  Eyes  28 


The  following  patients  were  seen  at  the  Clinic  : — 

Blepharitis  ...  ...  ...  ® 

Ptosis  ...  • ■ • ^ 

Conjunctivitis  9 

Meibomian  Cyst  [ 

Dacryocystitis  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Styes  - 

Sub  Conjunctival  Haem.  ...  •••  ' 

Diplopia  •'  ^ 

Artificial  Eyes  2 

Total  ...  28 
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MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION — Medical  Inspection  Returns 

Local  Education  Authority — MERTHYR  TYDFIL 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1953 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by  the  Authority  : 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 

Dental  Officers  : — 

(fl)  Periodic  age  groups  ...  ...  ...  ...  7449 

(6)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

Total  (1)  ...  7701 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  2640 

(3)  Number  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  2612 

(4)  Number  actually  treated 2540 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  . . . 3558 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to  : Inspection  80 

Treatment  ...  ...  320 

Total  (6)  ...  400 

(7)  Filhngs  : Permanent  Teeth — ...  ...  ...  648 

Temporary  Teeth  220 

Total  (7)  ...  868 

(8)  Number  of  teeth  filled  : Permanent  Teeth  ...  630 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  182 

Total  (8)  ...  812 

(9)  Extractions  : Permanent  Teeth  3082 

Temporary  Teeth 6110 

Total  (9)  ...  9192 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extraction  2603 

(11)  Other  operations  : Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  740 

Temporary  Teeth 432 

Tot.^l(H)  ...  1172 


NUTRITION. 

Classification  of  the  general  condition  of  pupils  inspected  1 
during  the  year  in  various  age  groups  ; 


No.  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

A.  [Good] 

B.  {Fair) 

C.  {Poor) 

Age  Groups 

No. 

%of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%of 
Col.  2 

No. 

%of 
Col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

706 

275 

38.95 

420 

59.49 

11 

1.56 

2nd  Age  Gp. 

819 

170 

20.76 

640 

78.14 

9 

1.10 

3rd  Age  Gp. 
Other  Periodic 

859 

278 

32.36 

575 

66.95 

6 

0.69 

Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

...  2384 

723 

30.33 

1635 

68.58 

26 

1.09 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  the  Entrants’  Group,  38.95%  were: 
Good.  59.49%  were  Fair,  and  1.56  were  Poor.  In  the  Second: 
Age  Group,  20.76%  were  Good,  78.14%  Fair,  and  1.10  Poor.  In 
the  Third  Age  Group,  the  percentages  were  32.36,  66.95  and  0.69 
respectively. 


CASES  TREATED  AT  HOSPITALS 

During  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1953,  the  following 
cases  of  children  of  school  age  were  treated  at  the  Merthyr  General 
Hospital  and  St.  Tydfil's  Hospital : — 


Appendicitis  

...  60 

Scalds  and  Bums 

...  8 

Medical  Investigation  

...  41 

Rheumatism 

...  1 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  29 

Meningitis  

...  1 

Hernia  

...  12 

Circumcision... 

...  7 

Others  ...  

...  11 

Fracture  Clinic  Treatments 

...  309 

Physio  theraphy  Treatments 

...  64 

Miscellaneous  Minor  Ailments 

...  188 

Injuries  to  Head,  Arms  and  Legs 

...  39 
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School  Baths 

The  Municipal  Baths  in  the  Park,  Dowlais  and  Treharris  Wards 
are  open  every  fore-noon  for  the  use  of  school  children. 

Co-operation  with  Parents 

The  parents  take  an  active  interest  in  the  school  medical  work. 
This  is  evidenced  by  the  large  number  of  appearances  at  the  Chnics. 

Teachers,  Attendance  Officers  and  the  Local  Officer  of  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

The  Teachers,  Attendance  Officers  and  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector 
have  given  their  usual  valuable  services. 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS 

The  number  of  children  attending  Special  Schools  are  as 
follows  : — 

Special  School,  Llandrindod  Wells  ...  5 

Bridgend  Blind  School  2 

Allerton  Priory,  Liverpool  1 


THE  NURSERY  SCHOOL,  DOWLAIS— 1953. 

Staff  : One  Nursery  Superintendent ; One  Nursery  Nurse 
One  Nursery  Helper  ; 1 Cook. 

Eleven  routine  visits  were  made,  one  each  month  with 
the  exception  of  August. 

Total  number  examined  : Boys,  22. 


Girls,  15. 


Summary  of  Deffxts. 
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t 

Boys 

Girls 

Nits 

2 

5 

Carious  Teeth  

8 

3 

Tonsils  enlarged 

10 

8 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

2 

1 

Strabismus  ... 

1 

2 

External  Eye  Disease 

Nil 

Nil 

Ear  Disease 

1 

Nil 

Speech  Defects 

1 

Nil 

Heart  (Slight  Congenital 
defects)  ... 

2 

2 

Lung:  Non  infectious 

1 

Nil 

Infectious  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Deformities  : Genu  Valgum 

1 

3 

Pes  Planus  ... 

1 

Nil 

Skin  affections  : contagious 

1 

1 

non-contagious 

1 

Nil 

Enuresis 

Nil 

1 

Tuberculous  Contacts 

6 

4 

The  parents  are  always  informed  of  the  date  of  the  medical  1 
visits,  and  are  asked  to  attend.  Most  of  the  mothers  do  so,  and: 
are  cooperative  about  treatment. 

The  School  serves  a particularly  useful  purpose  by, 
taking  in  children  of  mothers  who  have  to  go  into  hospital  fori 
long-term  treatment.  There  is  need  for  more  accommodation: 
for  helping  families  in  this  way. 
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SANDBROOK  HOUSE,  1953 


Admissions 

Boys 

10 

Girls 

15 

Total 

25 

Other  Re-admissions 

1 

3 

4 

Total  Admissions 

11 

18 

29 

Total  number  of  children  treated 

16 

27 

43 

Discharges 

5 

10 

15 

Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

In  during  the  whole  year  

1 

8 

9 

Areas  of  Admission  : 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Merthyr  County  Borough 

9 

8 

17 

Aberdare  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Mountain  Ash  



4 

4 

Glamorgan  

2 

2 

Monmouthshire 

2 

5 

7 

Brecon  ...  

2 

1 

3 

Rhondda  ... 

2 

5 

7 

Summary  of  Defects  : 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Arthritis  with  heart  involvement 

3 

7 

10 

Arthritis  without  heart  involvement 

1 

1 

Chorea  with  heart  involvement 

2 

6 

8 

Chorea  without  heart  involvement 

4 

5 

9 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  with  heart  involvement 

1 

1 

do.  without  heart  involvement 

1 

2 

3 

Tonsillitis  with  heart  involvement 

2 

4 

6 

Tonsillitis  without  heart  involvement 

1 

1 

3 

Congenital  heart  with  carditis 

1 

2 

Severe  heart  damage 

5 

14 

19 

Doubtful  Chorea  for  observation 

1 

1 
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PSYCHIATRIST’S  REPORT  ON  THE  CHILD  GUIDANCE 

CLINIC,  1953. 

Number  of  New  cases  seen  during  the  year  (42  boys 

1 1 girls)  . . ’ =53 

Total  Number  of  Interviews  given  (not  including  inter- 
views with  parents)  . . . . . . = 295 

Total  number  of  children  seen  during  year  (66  boys, 

18  girls)  ' =84 


Analysis  of  Progress  of  the  Above  Cases  : 

Recovered  . . 4 Much  Improved  . . 14  Improved  31 

No  change  . . 6 Seen  once  only,  failed  to  come  for 

interviews,  moved  from  district,  etc.  29 

Total  . . 84. 


Diagnosis  of  New  Cases  ; 

Juvenile  Delinquents  . . 6 

Fears,  etc.  . . . . 12 

Stammer  . . . . . . 5 

Habit  spasms  . . . . 2 

Total  . . 


Enuretic  . . . . . . 7 

E.S.N.  & Maladjusted  . . 9 

Difficult  Behaviour  . . 7 

Others  . . . . . . 5 


This  has  been  a busy  year  for  the  Clinic.  The  new  rooms 
became  available  for  use  early  in  the  year  and  they  have  been  a 
great  asset.  There  is  now  plenty  of  space  and  adequate  facilities 
for  children’s  play  if  required,  and  the  rooms  are  light,  airy  and 
attractive.  Another  great  advantage  is  that  they  are  readily 
accessible  from  the  other  rooms  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  so 
that  co-operation  between  the  various  members  of  the  staff  has 
been  much  easier  than  when  several  flights  of  stairs  separated  the 
Psychiatrist’s  and  Speech  Therapist’s  room  from  the  rest  of  the 
Child  Guidance  Centre.  As  co-operation  and  consultation  is  most 
important  for  the  proper  functioning  of  a Child  Guidance  Clinic 
and  in  the  treatment  of  the  Children  seen,  this  is  indeed  a great 
improvement. 

The  figures  for  the  number  of  new  cases  seen,  interview^ 
given,  etc.,  are  given  above.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  number 
of  boys  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  number  of  girls.  This  is  a feature 
common  to  all  Child  Guidance  Clinics,  though  perhaps  the  diff- 
erence is  not  always  so  marked  as  in  the  present  figures.  There 
may  be  various  reasons  for  this  ; one  may  be  that,  on  the  whole, 
boys  are  by  nature  more  aggresive  and,  when  they  have  diffic- 
ulties, attention  is  more  easily  drawn  to  them  because  they  arc 
more  obvious. 
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As  in  previous  years,  a large  number  of  children  were  seen 
on  only  one  occasion.  This  may  be  because  advice  can  be  given 
at  once,  or  because  the  child  only  comes  on  one  occasion  in  the  year 
for  a check-up,  or  because  he  fails  to  keep  further  appointments 
sent  to  him.  Other  cases,  again,  have  moved  from  the  district. 
Treatment  consisting  of  frequent  interviews  with  parent  and  child 
can  be  given  only  to  a comparatively  small  number  of  cases.  These 
are  usually  those  in  which  there  are  very  marked  difficulties  or  in 
which  there  are  prospects  of  a good  response  to  treatment.  During 
the  year  10  children  8 boys,  2 girls  were  each  seen  fairly  fre- 
quently accompanied  by  the  parent  whenever  possible.  Of  these, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  2 were  considered  recovered,  3 much  im- 
proved, 4 improved  and  in  one  there  was  little  change.  Unfor- 
tunately two  of  these  children  moved  out  of  Merthyr  before  treat- 
ment was  completed.  The  child  who  did  not  show  any  real  im- 
provement comes  from  a difficult  home  in  which  there  is  a family 
history  of  instability,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  try  and  arrange 
for  him  to  go  away  to  a school  or  hostel  for  a while.  The  aim 
of  treatment  is  to  put  things  right  with  the  child  at  home,  and 
separation  from  the  family  is  a measure  only  considered  when  it 
is  felt  that  the  difficulties  at  home  are  very  great. 

Most  of  the  cases  seen  are  referred  from  the  schools.  Others 
are  referred  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  consulting 
Children's  Physician  to  the  Regional  Board.  Comparatively 
few  cases  are  referred  directly  by  the  local  general  practitioners. 
When  they  are,  results  are  often  good,  because  the  parents  are 
cooperative  and  anxious  for  treatment  for  the  child  from  the 
start.  A number  of  children  who  have  been  before  the  Juvenile 
Court  are  seen  but  it  is  only  very  rarely  that  a case  is  referred 
directly  by  the  Magistrate’s  ^^or  a report. 

The  Speech  Therapist  has  left  during  the  year  and  the 
Psychologist  is  leaving  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I am  very  sorry 
to  see  both  of  them  go  as  we  have  worked  in  close  cooperation. 
I trust  that  it  will  soon  be  possible  to  find  suitable  persons  to 
replace  them. 

GAYNOR  N.  LACEY, 
Psychiatrist. 


PSYCHOLOGIST’S  REPORT  1963 


PSYCHOLOGICAL  SERVICE  : CHILD  GUIDANCE 
SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

1.  Terms  of  Reference 

(rt)  Psychologist’s  Reports  ‘‘Child  Guidance”  Years  1948-1951 
(vide  School  Medical  Officer’s  Reports). 

{b)  School  Psychologist’s  Report  : ‘‘School  Records”  Years 

1948-1953. 

2.  («)  Child  Guidance  Administration 

The  following  comprises  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil 
Authority’s  Child  Guidance  arrangements  with  particular 
reference  to  educationally  subnormal,  maladjusted  and  speech 
handicapped  pupils  (The  Psychologist’s  reports  on  the  thera- 
peutic aspect  of  Child  Guidance  should  be  considered  in  con- 
junction with  the  Psychologist’s  Report  on  the  scholastic  aspect 
of  School  Records  involving  the  tabulated  quantitive  and  qual- 
itative data  obtained  from  various  agencies  as  well  as  group 
surveys  of  cognition  and  attainment  together  with  teachers 
assessments.  Thus  the  aim  of  the  service  is  to  foster  mental 
health  and  educational  progress  of  the  child  with  a view  to  the 
development  of  a well  adjusted  personahty).  The  Child 
Guidance  Centre  cum  Clinic  forms  the  focal  point  of  the  Psy- 
chological Service  under  the  Psychologist  who  acts  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical 
Officer  who  directs  the  School  Health  Service  and  in  consul- 
tation with  the  Director  of  Education. 


(&)  Staffing 

The  following  personnel  are  directly  engaged  in  carrying  out 
the  work  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  cum  Clinic  : 

(f)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Principal  School  Medical 

Officer  T.  H.  Stephens, 


M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

(ji)  Psychiatrist  (Consulting)  ...  G.  N.  L.\cey, 

B.SC.,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.M. 

(tn)  Psychologist  ...  C.  B.  E.  J.vmes, 

B.A.,  B.Ed.,  .\.B.PS.S. 

{iv)  Speech  Therapist  ...  B.  K.  John,  l.c.s.p. 

{v)  The  Clerk  to  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  (Miss  xM.  Jones) 
who  carries  out  her  duties  in  relation  to  the  above.  In 
addition  there  is  part-time  clerical  assistance. 
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{b)  Staffing  (cont.) 

(Noio  : Inadequate  staffing  involving  the  resignation  of  the  Speech 

''  Therapist  and  the  non-appintment  of  a Psychiatric 

Social  Worker  and  Remedial  Teacher  curtailed  the  Special 
Educational  Treatment  of  Handicapped  Pupils.) 

(c)  Resignations. 

(i)  Miss  B.  K.  John,  the  Speech  Therapist,  resigned  on  the 
31/7/53  to  take  up  a similar  appointment  with  the  City 
of  Cardiff. 

hi)  Mr.  C.  B.  E.  James,  Psychologist  to  the  Departments  of 
Public  Health  and  Education,  resigned  on  31/12/53 
to  take  up  an  appointment  with  the  County  Borough  of 
Swansea. 

3.  Child  Guidance  Statistics  1953 

(a)  School  Inspections  and  Clinical  Examinations 
The  statistics  in  Table  1 set  out  the  numbers  of  School  In- 
spections and  Clinical  Examinations  carried  out  by  the  psycholo- 
gist during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1953. 

Table  1. 

Psychologist’s  School  Inspections  and  Clinical 
Examinations,  1953. 

School  Inspections  Clinical  Examinations 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

January  ... 

147 

86 

233 

34 

11 

45 

February  ... 

30 

14 

44 

18 

12 

30 

March 

39 

26 

65 

29 

8 

37 

April 

16 

14 

30 

10 

— 

10 

May 

, 25 

24 

49 

23 

10 

33 

June 

. 152 

151 

303 

74 

34 

108 

July 

. 120 

40 

160 

17 

9 

26 

September.. 

. 91 

49 

140 

37 

14 

51 

October  . . 

. 345 

419 

764 

77 

29 

106 

November.. 

. 490 

353 

843 

11 

2 

13 

December  . . 

. 436 

273 

709 

3 

1 

4 

Total  . . 

.1891 

1449 

3340 

333 

130 

463 
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3.  {b)  Clinical  Referrals 

(t)  The  children  examined  at  the  Clinic  were  in  all  cases 
accompanied  by  their  parents  or  relatives  so  that  coop- 
eration was  estabUshed  with  the  home.  The  principal 
sources  of  reference  were  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer,  Paediatrician,  School  Nurses 
and  Health  Visitors,  Headteachers,  School  Welfare 
Officers,  Children’s  Officer,  Probation  Officers,  N.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector,  Youth  Employment  Officer,  General  Medical 
Practitioners  and  individual  parents.  The  difficulties 
referred  were  those  involving  psychological  instability 
and  development,  particularly  relating  to  educationally 
subnormal  and  maladjusted  pupils,  viz.  ; 

(1)  nervous  disorders  (2)  habit  disorders  (3)  behaviour 
disorders  (4)  vocational  and  educational  difficulties 
(5)  special  advice. 

{ti)  Stmctural  Development.  The  Therapy  rooms  in  the 
second  portion  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  This  allowed  more  provision 
to  be  made  for  the  Special  Educational  Treatment  ot 
handicapped  pupils,  although  as  previously  indicted, 
facilities  were  adversely  affected  by  lack  of  staff. 

Table  2. 

Clinical  Referrals  1949-1953. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Maladjusted 

. 4 

6 

16 

14 

17 

E.  S.  N. 
& 

M. 

'Dull 

. 2 

1 

7 

5 

3 

Backward 

9 

43 

44 

20 

21 

^Total 

. 11 

44 

51 

25 

24 

'Dull 

. 33 

23 

21 

2 

6 

E.  S.  N.< 

Backward 

39 

53 

41 

12 

14 

1^  Total 

. 72 

76 

62 

14 

20 

{Hi)  In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  315  new  referrals 
awaiting  examination  (vide  School  Returns  September 
1953).  The  heavy  case  load  occuring  from  previous 
examinations  caused  an  inevitable  curtailment  of  new 
examinations. 
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(iv)  The  new  referrals  included  10  Juvenile  Delinquents. 

(v)  As  usual  the  nurnber  of  purely  maladjusted  children 
is  small  when  compered  with  the  number  of  educationally 
subnormal  pupils.  On  the  other  hand  a large  number 
of  children  display  multiple  defects  involving  minor 
maladjustment  coupled  with  educational  retardation 
although  the  chief  problem  is  that  of  treatment  of  the 
educationally  subnormal  child. 

(vi)  The  following  table  3(a)  gives  the  distribution  of  ability 
and  attainment  in  the  Transfer  Year  Group  (aged  Eleven 
Plus).  It  will  be  seen  that  the  results  of  group 
surveys  (vide  Psychologist’s  Report  on  School  Records 
1953)  substantiated  by  clincial  examinations  indicate 
the  need  for  greater  provision  to  be  made  for  the  Special 
Educational  Treatment  of  the  Educationally  Subnormal 
Pupil. 

Table  3 {a). 

Distribution  of  Intelligence  and  Attainment  1953 

Transfer  A Year  Group  (Age  Eleven  Plus). 


140-144 

I.Q.l 

BOYS 
I.Q.2  A.Q. 
— 3 

E.Q. 

I.Q.l 

1 

GIRLS 
I.Q.2  A.Q. 
— 3 

E.Q. 

2 

135-139 

...  3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

5 

3 

7 

130-134 

...  8 

7 

17 

9 

4 

1 

10 

10 

10 

125  129 

...  12 

12 

16 

14 

14 

9 

22 

10 

120-124 

...  20 

20 

17 

18 

34 

14 

32 

24 

115-119 

...  20 

15 

46 

30 

45 

39 

39 

44 

110-114 

...  55 

46 

52 

51 

52 

51 

50 

50 

105-109 

...  66 

53 

58 

61 

33 

42 

44 

43 

100-104 

...  58 

56 

57 

57 

55 

48 

41 

57 

95-99 

...  43 

50 

39 

38 

37 

43 

41 

41 

90-94 

...  35 

50 

37 

42 

40 

50 

36 

38 

85-89 

...  32 

36 

22 

29 

35 

29 

23 

29 

80-84 

...  27 

34 

20 

31 

24 

27 

24 

22 

75-79 

...  25 

29 

14 

23 

10 

22 

14 

12 

70-74 

...  12 

6 

15 

10 

6 

4 

11 

4 
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Table  3 (b) 

Distribution  of  Intelligence  and  Attainment  1953 
Mean  Scores  : Eleven  Plus  Age  Group 

I.Q.i  I.Q.2  a.Q.  E.Q. 

Boys  (N  = 416)  ...  101.17  99.73  104.12  101.54 

Girls  (N  = 393)  ...  103.62  101.81  104.42  104.16 


3.  (c)  Incidence  of  Handicapped  Pupils 

The  following  tables  refer  to  the  present  situation  report 
including  Educationally  Subnormal,  Educationally  Sub- 
normal and  Maladjusted,  Maladjusted  Pupils  and  Juvenile 
Delinquents  in  the  Primary  (Junior)  and  Secondary  Schools. 


Table  4. 

Educationally  Subnormal,  Education.^lly  Subnormal  and 
M.\ladjusted,  Maladjusted  Pupils  and  Juvenile  Delinquents 
IN  Secondary  Schools  (Aged  Eleven  Plus) 
Clinically  Ex.^mined. 


Secondary 

E.S.N. 

E.S.N.  & 

M. 

Malad- 

Juvenile 

Eleven 

justed 

Deliquents 

plus 

D 

P.D. 

B. 

D 

P.D. 

B. 

Girls 

16 

5 

22 

2 

7 

15 

10 

3 

Boys 

19 

10 

41 

7 

8 

45 

31 

36 

Total 

35 

15 

63 

9 

15 

60 

41 

39 

E.  S.  N.  (Dull  & Provisionally  Dull)  74 
E.  S.  N.  (Backward)  ...  123 


Total  E.S.N.  Dull  & Backward 


197 


63 

Table,  4 (a). 

Educationally  Subnormal,  Educationally  Subnormal  and 
Maladjusted,  Maladjusted  Pupils  and  Juvenile  Delinquents 
IN  Primary  Schools  (aged  eleven  plus)  Clinically  Examined. 


Primary 

Eleven 

minus 

E.S.N. 

D.  P.D.  B. 

E.S.N.  & M. 
D.  P.D.  B. 

Malad- 

justed 

Juvenile 

Delinquent 

Girls 

7 4 19 

4 4 16 

9 

1 

Boys 

9 10  29 

8 11  41 

13 

23 

Total 

16  14  48 

12  15  57 

22 

24 

E.S.N.  (Dull  & Provisionally  Dull)  57 


E.S.N.  (Backward)  ...  105 

Total  E.S.N.  Dull  & Backward  162 


Table  5 [a). 

Educationally  Subnormal  and  Maladjusted  Pupils. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Maladjusted  ... 

44 

19 

63 

E.S.N. 

& 

M 

rDull 

34 

17 

51 

Backward  . . . 

86 

31 

117 

Total 

120 

48 

168 

E.S.N. 

- 

fDull 

48 

32 

80 

Backward  . . . 

70 

41 

111 

^Total 

118 

73 

191 

Table  5 (b). 
Educationally  Subnormal  (Dull 

AND 

B.\ckward  Pupils). 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Dull 

82 

49 

131 

Backward  . . . 

156 

72 

228 

Total 

238 

121 

359 
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3.  {d)  Educationally  Subnormal  and  Maladjusted  Pupils.. 

Inspection  of  the  above  tables  shows  that  of  a total  of  359  • 
Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils,  131  are  naturally  pre- 
disposed to  be  dull  and  need  Special  Educational  Treatment 
in  special  classes  in  the  ordinary  school  or  in  a Day  Special  I 
School,  whilst  there  is  a minimum  of  a further  228  pupils; 
who  are  backward  and  in  need  of  special  educational  treat- 
ment in  “opportunity  classes”  in  basic  subjects  within  the  ■ 
ordinary  school.  Of  the  168  pupils  who  are  both  educationally  ■ 
subnormal  and  maladjusted,  the  majority  suffer  from  mal-- 
adjustment  directly  attributable  to  educational  disability.. 
(Clearly,  the  totals  in  Table  5(6)  do  not  include  315  clinical  I 
referrals  who  have  not  been  examined  norfdo  they  include* 
those  Educationally  Subnormal  (dull)  pupils  who  would! 
in  the  normal  course  be  retained  in  school  until  the  age  of 
16  years.) 

As  indicated  in  previous  reports,  the  results  of  group  i 
surveys,  confirmed  by  subsequent  clinical  examination . 
show  that  a minimum  of  18-20  pupils  per  year  group  require  ^ 
special  educational  treatment  in  a Day  Spe  ial  School  or 
its  equivalent. 


{e)  Maladjusted  Pupils 

The  incidence  of  maladjusted  pupils  in  relation  to  Handi- 
capped Pupils  and  the  school  population  has  been  discussed 
above.  The  following  cases  were  examined  and  treated  by 
both  the  Psychiatrist  and  the  Psychologist  in  1953. 

The  Psychiatrist  opened  53  new  cases  (in  addition  to  the 
previous  year’s  case-load)  classified  as  follows  : — 


Table  6. 


Psychiatric  Referrals — 1953. 


Juvenile  Delinquents 
Enuretic  ... 

Fears,  etc 


6 Stammer  ...  ...  ...  5 

7 Unmanageable  Behaviour  7 

12  Habit  Spasms  2 


Educationally  Subnormal 

and  Maladjusted 9 Other  Categories 5 

(Note  : Full  psychiatric  treatment  could  only  be  attempted  in  a 
small  number  of  cases  seen  owing  to  pressure  of  time 
involving  the  lack  of  a Psychiatric  Social  Worker). 


(/)  Juvenile  Delinquents 

Of  the  new  cUnical  referrals  for  1953  the  10  Juvenile  De- 
linquents interviewed  (of  whom  7 were  accepted  for  ^y- 
chiatric  treatment)  were  made  up  of  10  boys,  and  no  girls.  The 
distribution  of  intelligence  among  Juvenile  Delinquents 
examined  at  the  Clinic  is  as  follows  : 
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Table  7. 


Juvenile  Delinquents 

: Distribution  of  Intelligence 

I.Q. 

Below  70  ... 

4 

70-79 

8 

80-89 

17\note  high 

90-99 

20 /incidence 

100-109  ... 

9 

110-119  ... 

8 

120  Plus  ... 

1 

Total  67 

All  the  above  delinquents  suffered  from  varying  degrees 
of  educational  and/or  environmental  maladjustment.  18 
children  were  severely  maladjusted  only,  whilst  25  were  both 
Educationally  Subnormal  and  Maladjusted,  10  were  Edu- 
cationally Subnormal  only,  15  suffered  from  gross  retarda- 
tion and  another  17  from  slight  educational  retardation.  Some 
had  multiple  defects  which  included  2 Speech  Defects,  1 Eye 
Defect,  1 Epileptic  and  4 Enuretics. 

The  highest  incidence  of  delinquency  appeared  in  the 
intelligence  range  80-99  EQ.  There  again  appeared  to  be 
a relationship  between  delinquency^  and  educational 
retardation  From  the  point  of  view  of  maladjustment 
there  was  evidence  to  show  that  the  situation  was 
aggravated  when  there  was  parental  disharmony,  particularly 
where  there  was  no  father  in  the  home  as  a result  of  death, 
separation  or  illegitimacy. 

(g)  Special  Educational  Treatment  : Disposal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  method  of  disposal  of  handi- 
capped pupils  requiring  Special  Educational  Treatment. 

Table  8. 

Special  Educational  Treatment. 

{i)  Number  of  Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils 

in  Residential  Special  Schools  2 

{ii)  Number  of  Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils  re- 
quiring Special  Educational  Treatment  at  Ordinary 

Schools  or  in  a Day  Special  School 359 

(«i)  Number  of  Maladjusted  Pupils  in  Residential 

Special  School  ...  ...  

{iv)  Number  of  pupils  from  (n)  above  who  provisionally 
(a)  require  Special  Educational  Treatment  at  Day 
Special  School  or  equivalent  at  age  of  11  plus  197 
(i)  require  Special  Educational  Treatment  at  Day 
Special  School  or  equivalent  at  age  of  1 1 minus  162 
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{h)  Speech  Therapy 

The  Speech  Therapist  works  in  consultation  with  the  Child 
Guidance  Team  in  an  effort  to  bring  about  the  educational 
and  social  rehabilitation  of  the  child.  In  this  manner  the 
speech  handicapped  pupils  improve  from  the  cumulative 
effect  of  the  combined  treatment  (e.g.  use  of  Child  Guidance 
techniques,  etc.).  A detailed  account  of  the  incidence  and 
type  of  defect  is  given  in  the  accompanying  1953  Report  by 
the  Speech  Therapist.  (N.B.  : The  1953  report  of  the  Speech 
Therapist  covered  the  period  March  1950-July  1953.  Since 
the  latter  date  the  appointment  has  been  vacant  owing  to 
the  resignation  of  the  Speech  Therapist  (See  page  68) . 


(f)  School  Population  : Age  Distribution 

The  School  population  in  this  area  is  distributed  in  the  foll- 
owing manner  according  to  age.  The  comparative  use  of  such 
statistics  ir  relation  to  the  above  throws  light  on  the  distribu- 
tion of  defects  among  handicapped  pupils. 


Table  9. 


Child  School  Population  : Age  Distribution — January,  1953 


PRIMARY 

SECONDARY 

Age 

Age 

Unreorganised 

County 

Secondary 

Grammar 
and  Tech. 

2-3 

2 

10-11 

— 

13 

— 

3-4 

27 

11-12 

125 

220 

200 

4-5 

483 

12-13 

112 

391 

316 

5-6 

1048 

13-14 

113 

347 

337 

6-7 

1001 

14-15 

131 

342 

367 

7-8 

769 

15-16 

3 

15 

225 

8-9 

908 

16-17 

— 

— 

118 

9-10 

870 

17-18 

— 

— 

95 

10-11 

71 

18-19 

— 

— 

38 

11-12 

231 

19-20 

— 

— 

4 

12-13 

2 

13-14 

1 

Primary 

...  6187 

Nursery  

25 

Rheumatic  Hosp.  School 

17 

Grammar  and  Technical 

...  1700 

County  Secondary 

...  1322 

Unreorganised 

...  484 

Total 

...  9735 
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4.  Conclusions 

There  has  been  favourable  progress  in  the  work  of  the 
Psychological  Service,  under  the  aegis  of  the  Local  Authority, 
in  the  relationship  with  other  education,  welfare  and  health 
organisations.  This  has  involved  the  service  in  close  coop- 
eration with  the  School  Health  Service,  the  Youth  Employment 
Service,  The  Probation  Service,  the  Children’s  Department, 
Voluntary  Organisations  (N.S.P.C.C.)  and  in  particular  with 
the  school  and  parents  of  the  children  themselves.  Indeed 
there  has  been,  during  the  year,  an  increased  integration  of  the 
work  of  Child  Guidance  with  the  curriculum  and  methodology 
of  the  schools. 

In  the  Primary  Department  the  School  Records  (com- 
plementary to  the  School  Medical  Record)  have  already  proved 
their  worth  for  education  and  mental  health.  They  are  being 
used  with  increased  understanding  (vide  Psychologist’s  Report 
1953  on  " School  Records”)  both  for  assessing  the  degree  of 
progress  or  retardation  of  the  individual  pupil  at  a given  moment 
and  for  effecting  the  transfer  of  pupils  from  primary  schools 
to  secondary  school  according  to  their  age,  aptitude  and  ability. 
The  tabulated  results  of  such  systematic  surveys  of  cognition 
and  attainment  have  also  proved  invaluable,  when  substant- 
iated by  clinical  examinations,  in  the  Special  Educational 
Treatment  of  Educationally  Subnormal,  Maladjusted  and  other 
categories  of  Handicapped  Pupils.  Such  a comprehensive 
approach  to  Child  Guidance  involves  the  blending  of  the 
scholastic  and  therapeutic  procedures.  The  diagnosis  of  in- 
dividual differences  clearly  becomes  secondarj^  to  the  primary 
aim  of  developing  the  child’s  whole  personality;  this  can  be 
only  done  if  the  child  is  adequately  adjusted  to  his  environment 
which  includes  both  the  curriculum  and  methodology  of  the 
school  as  well  as  the  social  and  economic  setting  of  the  home . 

The  labours  of  six  years  are  beginning  to  bear  fruit: 
there  is  a closer  integration  between  the  intellectual  aspects 
of  the  School  Records  and  the  orectic  aspects  of  clinical  treat- 
ment. The  Child  Guidance  Centre  has  become  the  focal  point 
for  co-ordinating  the  various  facets  of  work  relating  to  the 
Educational  Guidance  of  the  School  Child.  In  this  manner 
the  Psychological  Service  has  become  another  strand  designed 
to  strengthen  and  improve  the  pattern  of  education. 

CYRIL  B.  E.  JAMES, 
Psychologist  to  the  Departments  of 
Education  and  Public  Health, 
County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil. 
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SPEECH  THERAPIST’S  REPORT— 1950-1953 


Speech  is  not  merely  the  ability  to  utter  articulate  sounds 
but  IS  the  power  of  using  words  to  express  thoughts.  It  is  a faculty 
that  should  develop  normally  as  the  child  develops.  Any  undesir- 
able influence  that  affects  the  personality  during  the  more  impress- 
ionable years,  may  affect,  either  directly  or  indirectly  the  be- 
haviour and  speech  of  the  child.  We  cannot  divorce  speech  and 
behaviour,  but  must  consider,  at  every  stage,  the  relation  between 
the  general  behaviour  of  the  child  and  his  aptitude  for  speaking 
and  also  listening. 

Before  we  can  use  words  to  express  thoughts  we  must  be 
able  to  : — 

(1)  Hear  clearly  and  distinctly. 

(2)  Associate  the  sound  with  meaning. 

(3)  Express  the  sound  correctly  in  imitation. 

In  addition  to  these  there  is  also  the  nervous  mechanism 
connected  with  speech,  and  the  intelligence  factor. 

This  disturbance  of  the  speech  function  can  take  place  in 
the  sensory,  motor  or  intellectual  pathways,  giving  rise  to  a marked 
alteration  in  the  development  of  the  intelligence  from  the  normal 
or  merely  a defect  in  articulation  or  vocalisation. 

Man  has  an  inborn  instinct  for  some  form  of  articulate 
expression  but  he  does  not  speak  by  instinct.  Articulate  speech 
has  to  be  learnt  and  this  process  of  learning  is  mostly  by  imitation 
and  stimulation.  Speech  is  necessary  as  a form  of  expression  and 
also  commimication,  and  if  this  form  is  interupted  by  fear  or  re- 
pression of  some  kind,  the  speech  pattern  may  be  delayed.  It  is 
from  this  moment  that  speech  disorder  may  arise. 

Any  difficulty  in  the  development  of  speech,  however  slight, 
is  almost  bound  to  affect  the  personality  of  the  child.  Thus  to 
ensure  the  best  treatment  a close  cooperation  between  eveiymne 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  child  is  essential. 

When  a child  enters  the  Speech  Clinic  for  treatment,  a case 
history  is  taken  and  an  examination  made  of  the  motor  and  sensory 
pathways  of  the  speech  mechanism.  In  cooperation  with  the 
School  Psychologist  an  assessment  is  made  of  his  intelligence  and 
ability  and  where  there  are  disorders  of  behavior  and  maladjust- 
ment, the  child  is  referred  to  and  e.xamined  by  the  Psychiatrist. 
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There  have  been  many  cases  attending  the  clinic,  especially  those 
of  stammering,  or  other  defects  where  there  is  a need  of  personality 
readjustment,  when  this  form  of  treatment  and  cooperation  has 
proved  most  beneficial. 

Of  the  few  cases  of  Cleft  Palate  attending  the  Speech  Clinic, 
two  have  benefited  greatly  from  treatment  after  a successful  op- 
eration by  Mr.  Emlyn  Lewis  at  Chepstow  Hospital.  One  in  part- 
icular, a girl  of  U)  years  being  able  to  speak  clearly  and  free  of  any 
nasal  escape.  She  has  returned  on  a few  occasions  to  Chepstow 
to  demonstrate  the  improvement  in  her  speech.  The  other,  a boy 
of  7 years,  is  steadily  improving  and  only  one  or  two  sounds  are 
blurred. 

In  every  case  treated,  it  is  essential  that  there  be  cooperation 
with  the  parents  and  a knowledge  of  the  home  enviroment.  Un- 
less this  is  established  the  likelihood  of  success  of  treatment  is  greatly 
diminished. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  and  type  of  speech 
defective  children  having  attended  the  clinic  from  March  1950  to 
July  1953. 


Stammer 

Boys. 

38  . . 

Girls. 

6 . . 

Total. 

44 

Dyslalia 

20  . . 

11  . . 

31 

Laternal  Sigmatism 

7 . . 

6 . . 

13 

Nasal  Sigmatism 

4 . . 

1 . . 

5 

Interdental  Sigmatism 

2 . . 

4 . . 

6 

Cleft  Palate 

1 . . 

3 . . 

4 

Dysphonia  . . 

— . . 

1 . . 

1 

Dysarthnia  . . 

2 . . 

1 . . 

3 

Slight  Breathing  difficulty . . 

1 . . 

1 . . 

2 

Partial  Deafness 

— 

2 . . 

2 

Congenital  Deafness 

— . . 

3 . . 

3 

Cluttering 

— . . 

1 . . 

1 

Alalia 

1 . . 



1 

Articulation  . . 

1 . . 

4 . . 

5 

No  speech  for  psychological 
reasons 

— . . 

3 . . 

3 

77 


47  . . 124 


70 


Number  of  patients  discharged  : — 

Stammering  . . 

Dyslalia 

Lateral  Sigmatism  . . 

Nasal  Sigmatism 

Interdental  Sigmatism 

Cleft  Palate 

Dysphonia  . . 

Dysarthnia  . . 

Slight  Breathing  difficulty. 

Partial  Deafness 

Congenital  Deafness 

Cluttering 

Alalia . . 

Articulation  . . 

No  speech  for  psychological 
reasons 


Boys. 

Girls. 

T otal. 

18  . , 

5 . . 

23 

10  . . 

4 . . 

14 

3 . . 

3 . . 

6 

1 . . 

1 . . 

2 

2 . . 

4 . . 

6 

— . . 

2 . . 

2, 

— . . 

1 . . 

1 

— . . 

1 . . 

1 

1 . . 

1 . . 

2 

— . . 

1 . . 

1 

— . . 

2 . . 

2 

— ■ . . 

1 . . 

1 

1 . . 

— . . 

1 

— . . 

3 . . 

3 

— . . 

1 . . 

1 

36  .. 

30  . . 

66 

out  of  134 


This  leaves  58  now  in  attendance. 

Normal  speech  demands  : — 

(1)  the  mental  ability  to  understand  sounds  ; 

(2)  an  acquired  vocabulary  and  language  ; 

(3)  the  ability  to  express  sounds. 


As  the  child  develops  he  acquires  the  normal  coordination 
of  these  three  factors,  and  through  listening,  imitation  by  assoc- 
iation and  expression,  and  stimulation,  the  function  and  flow  of 
speech  is  developed. 
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The  province  of  the  Speech  Therapist  is  the  study  and  re- 
habilitation of  those  cases  in  which  through  congenital  or  acquired 
defect,  the  child  is  incapable  of  carrying  out  this  process  up  to  the 
level  of  his  general  speech  enviroment.  Thus  we  have  Speech 
Defects. 

As  speech  is  the  eternal  expression  of  self,  the  object  of  the 
therapist  and  all  those  interested  in  the  treatment  and  welfare  of 
the  child,  is  to  draw  out  and  develop  the  latent  power  of  the  speech 
defective  child  and  to  inspire  him  with  a desire  to  reach  a goal  where 
his  language  adequately  expresses  every  thought  and  idea  he  wishes 
to  utter.  It  is  possible  to  adjust  the  personality  of  the  patient  to 
a positive  attitude  to  his  difficulty  and  help  him  to  acquire  the 
desire  to  cme  himself. 


B.  K.  JOHN, 

Speech  Therapist. 
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Water  and  Sewage  Analysis 

During  1953,  forty-one  samples  of  water  and  three  samples 
of  sewage  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis. 
The  following  are  details  of  these  analyses  : 

WATER. 

(a)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  : 

1.  Tre.^ted  Water  : 


i. 

Crown  Stores,  Pant. 

Satisfactory 

ti. 

83  Gilfach  Cynon,  Merthyr 

Satisfactory. 

vii. 

Penoyre  House  (Filter  Plant). 

Satisfactory. 

IV. 

Penoyre  House  (Kitchens). 

Satisfactory. 

V. 

Penoyre  House  (Staff  Room). 

Satisfactory. 

VI. 

Peno3u:e  House  (Boys’  Room) 

Satisfactory. 

vu. 

Peno5'^re  House  (Kitchens) 

Unsatisfactory. 

vlii. 

Penoyre  House  (First  Floor) 

Satisfactory. 

ix. 

Penoyre  House  (Storage  Tank) 

Unsatisfactory. 

X. 

Peno5Te  House  (Kitchens) 

Satisfactory. 

XI. 

Penoyre  House  (Boys’  Room) 

Satisfactory. 

XU. 

Penoyre  House  (Boys’  Room) 

Satisfactory. 

xlii. 

Penoyre  House  (Third  Floor) 

Satisfactory. 

XIV. 

Penoyre  House  (Storage  Tank) 

Satisfactory. 

XV. 

21  Brynseion  Street,  Dowlais. 

Satisfactory. 

XVI. 

5 Lr.  Union  Street,  Dowlais. 

Satisfactory. 

XVU. 

18  Castle  Street,  Merthyr. 

Unsatisfactory. 

xviil. 

Penoyre  House  (Kitchens) 

Satisfactory. 

xix. 

Penoyre  House  (Boys’  Room) 

Satisfactory 

XX. 

Penoyre  House  (Storage  Tank) 

Unsatisfactory. 

XXI. 

Penoyre  House  (Girls’  Room) 

Unsatisfactor5^ 

xxu. 

Melincaiach,  Treharris 

Satisfactory. 

xxiti. 

Hoovers  Ltd.,  Pentrebach. 

Unsatisfactory. 

xxiv. 

Hoovers  Ltd.,  Pentrebach. 

Satisfactory. 

XXV. 

Penoyre  House  (Girls’  Room) 

Satisfactory. 

RAW  WATER  : 

i. 

Penoyre  House  (Surface  Water  Tank)  Satisfactory. 

u. 

Bryncaerau  Farm,  Cwmbargoed. 

Satisfactory. 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS  : 

1 . Treated  Water  : 

i. 

Crown  Stores,  Pant. 

Satisfactor)A 

a. 

83  Gilfach  Cynon,  Merthyr. 

Satisfactor^^ 

in. 

Penoyre  House  (Filter  Plant) 

Satisfactory. 

iv. 

Penoyre  House  (Kitchens). 

Satisfactory. 

V. 

Peno}n:e  House  (Kitchens) 

Satisfactory. 

VI. 

Penoyre  House  (Storage  Tank) 

Satisfactory'. 

vu. 

Peno}r:e  House  (Kitchens) 

Satisfactory'. 

vin. 

Melincaiach,  Treharris 

Satisfactory'. 

ix. 

Hoover  Ltd.,  Pentrebach 

Satisfactory. 

X. 

Penoyre  House  (Girls’  Room) 

Satisfactory. 
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2.  Raw  Water  : 

I.  Penoyre  House  (Surface  Water  Tank)  Satisfactory. 

a.  Bryncaerau  Farm,  Cwmbargoed.  Satisfactory. 

SEWAGE. 

(rt).  Bacteriological  Examinations  ; 

■i.  Penoyre  House  Sewage  Plant.  Unsatisfactory. 

(b)  Chemical  Examinations  : 

/.  18  Angus  Street,  Aberfan  Surface  water  badly  pol- 

luted by  sewage  matter. 

ii.  Penoyre  House  Sewage  Plant.  Unsatisfactory. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a large  number  of  samples  were  taken 
from  PenojTre  House  which  was  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority  as 
a School  for  Delicate  Children.  A new  water  supply  was  installed 
because  the  existing  one  was  antiquated  and  insufficient,  there 
being  no  public  water  supply  in  the  area.  The  series  of  tests  were 
carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  Installation  Engineers  and  sub- 
sequently prior  to  the  official  hand  over  of  the  equipment.  Most 
of  the  unsatisfactory  results  were  due  to  “teething  troubles”and  the 
whole  sj^stem  is  now  working  well.  As  regards  the  bacteriological 
results,  at  all  points  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained, 
followup  samples  were  taken  and  in  every  case  these  were  eventually 
reported  as  being  satisfactory.  In  much  the  same  way,  an  adverse 
result  was  obtained  when  a sample  of  the  effluent  of  the  sewage 
disposal  plant  at  Penoyre  was  examined.  This  was  attributed 
to  the  newness  of  the  plant  and  also  the  lack  of  waste  material  for 
the  plant  to  dispose  of  because  the  premises  were  not  occupied  at 
that  time.  I am  glad  to  report  that  the  plant  is  functioning  pro- 
perly now. 

There  are  fifty  dwellings  out  of  a total  of  approximately 
17,500  houses  in  the  County  Borough  Area,  which  by  virtue  of  their 
inaccessibility  or  high  lying  positions  are  not  connected  to  the 
public  water  supply.  Regular  visits  to  these  houses  are  paid  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  During  the  year,  all  bacteriological  samples 
taken  from  the  public  water  supply  were  found  to  be  satisfactorjG 
No  stand  pipes  are  installed  in  the  Count}^  Borough  area. 

LABORATORY  INVESTIGATIONS. 

The  number  of  specimens  submitted  during  the  year  were 
as  follows  : — 

Pathological  Specimens  : 

Throat  and  Nose  Swabs  . . 150 

Faeces  . . . . . . . . 94 

C.S.  Fluid  . . . . . . 148 

Urine  . . . . . . . . 3 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Milk  122 
Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Water  27 

These  figures  do  not,  however,  include  the  numbers  of  speci- 
mens of  blood  taken  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  for  Rh.  Factor  and 
M^sermann  Reaction.  These  are  reported  under  the  heading 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare”  in  Section  Four  of  this  Report. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of 
Foodstuffs 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

On  December  31st,  1953,  there  were  26  retail  purveyors  of 
milk  in  the  County  Borough. 

MILK  LICENSES. 

The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year  : — 
Dealers’  Licenses,  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation,  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
in  respect  of  a farm  at  which  the  milk  is  or 
is  not  bottled  ...  ...  4 

Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation,  “Pasteurised”  milk  ...  22 

Dealers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the 
special  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  (Pasteurised)”  12 

Pasteurisers’  Licenses  authorising  the  use 
of  the  special  designation,  “Pasteurised”  2 

Inspection  of  Dairies  : — 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  280  visits  of 
inspection  to  dairies  and  10  notices  were  served  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Orders  and  other  Regulations  in  respect  of  dairies,  and 
milk-shops. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

The  following  table  details  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  all  types  of  milk  sampled  in  the  County  Borough 
during  the  year  1953. 


Grade  of 
Milk 

Num’r 
T ested 

N umbers 
Passed 

Failed 
Meth.  Blue 
Test 

Failed 

Phosphat. 

Test 

Pasteurised 

60 

59 

1 

Nil. 

T.T.  (Past.) 

55 

55 

Nil. 

Nil. 

T.T. 

7 

6 

1 

Nil. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924 

The  Regulations  generally  have  been  satisfactorily  carried 
■out  during  the  year.  The  handling  and  transport  of  meat  is  ob- 
served in  accordance  with  the  above  regulations,  and  the  Meat 
vans  are  protected  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  contamination 
of  the  meat. 

Notice  of  emergency  slaughter  continues  to  be  given  where 
necessary.  The  slaughter  of  pigs,  for  home  consumption,  is  carried 
out  at  the  cottager’s  premises,  prior  notice  given  in  each  case  as  to 
the  place  and  time  of  slaughter. 

All  meat-carriers  in  the  Borough  are  provided  with  and  wear 
washable  head-covering  and  overalls  when  carrying  meat. 

Number  Killed  : 


Bulls  and 
Steers 

Cows  and 
Heifers. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

971 

1,060 

222 

13,258 

1,823 

Number  Inspected 
971 

1,060 

222 

13,258 

1,823 

Total  Inspected  ... 

17,334 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ; — 

Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Piss. 
2 — 2 28  2 


Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  : — 
Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Piss. 

411  570  — 1,896  80 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis — 17-58. 


Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  : — 

Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs. 

4 14  4 _ 


Pigs. 

2 


Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs 
92  147  — _ 93  ■ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  with  tuberculosis— 2-. 08 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  six  visits  were  made  for  the 
purpose  of  meat  inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who 
all  possess  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  the 
inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Slaughtering  since  April,  1940  has  been  carried  on  at  the 
Star  Slaughter-house. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Fifteen  slaughter-men  were  given  licenses  during  the  year, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  regarding  the  humane  and 
scientific  slaughter  of  animals,  including  sheep  and  lambs,  were 
carried  out. 

Number  of  Anim.-vls  Sl,\ughtek£d  : 

Cattle,  2,031  ; Sheep,  13,258  ; Pigs,  1,823  ; Calves,  222. 

Meat  Condemned  ; 

Beef,  13,306  lbs.  ; Beef  Offal,  33,249  lbs.  ; Mutton,  1,337  lbs.  • 
Sheep  Offal,  5,752  lbs.  ; Veal,  143  lbs.  ; Veal  Offal,  7 lbs.  ; Pork, 
2,417  lbs.  ; Pig  Offal,  588  lbs.  Total  : 56,799  lbs. 

Imported  Meat  Condemned  ; 

Beef,  232  lbs.  ; Bacon,  61  lbs.  ; Liver,  81  lbs. 


CONDEMNATION  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

During  the  year  1953,  the  following  foodstuffs  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  surrendered  for  destruction. 
The  Inspectors  pay  regular  visits  to  all  the  various  food  shops  and 
warehouses  in  the  area.  All  condemned  food  is  collected  in  the 
Department’s  van  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  Inspector,  is  punctured, 
in  the  case  of  tinned  goods  or  sprinkled  with  germicide  or  parafin 
in  the  case  of  unpacked  goods,  and  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Refuse  Tip  at  Twynyrod3m,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Disposal  takes 
place  early  in  the  morning  of  refuse  collection  days  and  the  Inspec- 
tor concerned  and  the  van  driver  ensure  that  the  tipmen  cover  it 
with  subsequent  lorry  loads  of  refuse.  At  the  end  of  a da3’’’s 
tipping,  the  condemned  foods  are  usually  covered  with  at  least 
fifteen  tons  of  refuse.  No  traders  are  allowed  to  dispose  of  their 
unfit  foods  by  placing  them  with  the  shop  refuse  bins. 

Tinned  Foods ; 

Apples  13  tins  ; Apricots  45  tins  ; Baby  foods  12  tins  ; Bourn- 
vita  2 tins  ; Beef  Loaf  160  tins  ; Beans  223  tins  ; Beetroot  172 
tins  ; Blackcurrants  79  tins  ; Carrots  64  tins  ; Coffee  1 1 tins  ; Chicken 
Spread  6 ; Chopped  Pork  35  tins  ; Cherries  119  tins  ; Corned  Beef 
17  tins;  Chocolate  Spread  3 tins;  Cream  640  tins;  Damsons  11 
tins  ; Fruit  Salad  42  tins  ; Greengages  21  tins  ; Grapefruit  20  tins  ; 
Gherkins  4 tins  ; Gooseberries  17  tins  ; Herrings  7 tins  ; Horse- 
radish 5 tins  ; Jam  37  tins  ; Liquid  Egg  850  lbs  ; Loganberries  3 
tins  ; Luncheon  Meat  L39  tins  ; Lobster  4 tins  ; Milk  (Evaporated) 
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183  tins  ; Milk  (Full  Crecam)  300  tins  ; Mutton  2 tins  ; Mincemeat 
3 tins  ; Nescafe  2 tins  ; Olives  1 tin;  Onions  (Pickled)  4 botts;  Oranges 
32  tins;  Plum  Pudding  3 tins  ; Pilchards  16  tins  ; Pears  266  tins  ; 
Plums  517  tins;  Peas  137  tins;  Pineapples : 45  tins;  Peaches  103 
tins  ; Prunes  37  tins  ; Picallili  5 botts;  Paste  2 tins;  Raspberries 
36  tins;  Rhubarb  1 tin;  Rabbits  5 tins;  Strawberries  114  tins  ; 
Stewed  Steak  141  tins  ; Soup  184  tins  ; Shrimps  11  tins  ; Sardines 
124  tins  ; Spaghetti  15  tins  ; Syrup  5 tins  ; Salmon  5 tins  ; Spinach 
8 tins  ; Tomatoes  1440  tins  ; Tongue  (Lambs)  6 tins  ; Tongue  (ox) 
34  tins  ; Tomato  Juice  1 tin  ; Veal  63  tins. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  : 

Figs  2 pkts  ; Fruit  Bon-Bons  220  lbs.  ; Sultanas  60  lbs. 

G.\me,  Poultry,  Fish  and  Me.\t  : 

Beef  (Imported)  232  lbs.  ; Beef  (Home  Rolled)  1316  lbs.  ; 
Butchers’  Meat  (Misc.)  176  lbs.  ; Bacon  61  lbs.  ; Chicken  16  car- 
casses ; Chitterlings  62  lbs.  ; Cod  Fillets  18  stones  ; Ham  (Cooked) 
379  lbs.  ; Herrings  134  lbs.  ; Hake  21  lbs.  ; Liver  81  lbs.;  Ox-Breads 
5 lbs. ; Pork  (Roast)  16  lbs.  ; Rabbits  30  carcasses  ; Sausages  213 
lbs. ; Salmon  7 lbs.  ; Tongue  20  lbs  ; Veal  60  lbs. 

P.A.CKED  Foods  ; 

Cheese  40  pkts  ; Flour  Mixture  9 pkts  ; Lard  164  lbs.  ; Sauce 
1 bott.  ; Semolina  Flour  1 tin  ; Teaseed  Oil  1 bott. 

Miscell.\neous  ; 

Pork  Pies  66  ; Sausage  Rolls  6. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS 
FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  ACT. 


The  following  details  of  samples  submitted  under  the  above 
Acts  have  been  supplied  by  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  County 
Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  D.  Evans  Jones,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  : 

1.  Formal  S.amples  : 

(a).  Milk.  One  hundred  and  seventy  two  formal  samples 

of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were 
found  to  be  genuine.  In  four  instances  however, 
the  non-fatty  solids  were  below  the  required 
standard  but  the  freezing  points  showed  no 
evidence  of  added  water. 
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{b).  Blitter.  One  sample  of  butter  taken  for  formal  analysis; 
was  reported  genuine. 

(c).  Vinegar.  Sixteen  formal  samples  of  vinegar  were  found 
to  be  genuine. 

{d).  Cooking  Fat.Ont  sample  of  cooking  fat  was  taken  and  re-- 
ported  genuine. 

{e).  Jam  One  formal  sample  of  Jam  was  taken  and  re- 

ported genuine. 

(/).  Whisky.  One  formal  sample  of  Whisky  was  taken  for 
formal  analysis  and  reported  to  contain  12.6  per 
cent  added  water.  Legal  proceedings  were; 
instituted  against  the  licensee  concerned  who  was ; 
granted  an  Absolute  Discharge  on  payment : 
of  Costs. 

(g).  Icecream.  Twelve  formal  samples  of  Icecream  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  were  all  reported  genuine 


2.  Informal  Samples  : 

Number 

Number 

Commodity. 

taken. 

Genuine. 

Blancmange  Powder 

2 

2 

Beer 

. . 18 

18 

Bread 

. . 6 

6 

Coffee 

1 

1 

Cake  Mixture 

..  9 

9 

Cornflour 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder  . . 

. . 2 

2 

Cider 

2 

2 

Desiccated  Coconut 

. . 3 

! . 3 

Dates 

1 

1 

Dessert  Powder 

1 

1 

Dried  Peas 

2 

2 

Fish  Paste 

!!  3 

3 

Flour 

1 

1 

Gravy  Browning  . . 

1 

1 

Ground  Cinnamon 

1 

1 

Ground  Nutmeg 

1 

1 

Jam 

2 

2 

1 

Lentils 

1 

Milk  Pudding 

1 

1 

1 

Meat  Paste 

1 

Mixed  Peel 

1 

1 

xMilk  

. . 33 

33 

Mustard  . . 

1 

1 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

1 

1 

Mint  Sauce 

1 

Pepper  Compound 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pickling  Spice 

1 

Pancake  Mixture 

1 
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Rice 

Rennet 

Red  Currant  Jelly 
Raising  Powder  . . 
Sandwich  Spread 
Soup  Powder 
Split  Peas 
Sauce 

Shredded  Suet 
Semolina  . . 

Sponge  Mixture  . . 
Seh-raising  Flour . . 
Tea 

Table  Jelly 

Table  Jelly  Compound 

Tapioca 

Vermicelli 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
10 

4 
9 

5 
2 
1 
1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
10 

4 
9 

5 
2 
1 
1 


Informal  foods 


146 


146 


Bicarbonate  of  Soda  . . . . 2 . . 2 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Capsules  . . . . 1 . . 1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules  . . 3 . . 1* 

Aspirin  Tablets  . . . . . . 2 . . 2 

Epsom  Salts  . . . . . . 1 . . 1 

Castor  Oil  . . . . . . 1 . . 1 


Informal  Drugs  . . 10  . . 8 


*These  capsttles  were  deficient  in  Vitamin  content  due  to 
age  and  exposure  to  light.  The  batches  concerned  were 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT  1926. 

Of  the  thirty  informal  samples  taken  under  the  Fertilizers 
and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926,  eleven  were  fertilizers  and  nineteen 
were  feeding  stuffs.  The  following  are  details  of  the  analyses  : 


Fertilizers. 

Feeding 

Stuffs. 

(a)  Number  of  samples  taken 

11 

19 

[b]  Number  reported  as  being  satisfactory 

9 

14 

(c)  Number  reported  as  being  below  the 
prescribed  limit  but  not  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  purchaser 

Nil.  . 

1 

[d)  Number  reported  as  being  above  the 
prescribed  limit  but  not  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  purchaser 

2 

4 

(e)  Number  reported  as  being  below  the 
prescribed  limit  and  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  purchaser 

Nil.  . 

Nil. 
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INSPECTION  OF  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS 
PREPARED  AND  SOLD. 

ICE-CREAM.  In  the  County  Borough  Area,  there  are' 
seventeen  manufacturers  of  ice-cream,  all  of  whom  are  also  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  In  addition,  there  are  fifty-nine  retailers 
of  ice-cream,  making  a total  of  seventy  six  dealers  in  ice-cream. 
With  the  exception  of  a few  small  manufacturers  who  use  the  “cold 
mix”  process,  all  manufacturers  possess  fully  equipped  dairies  and 
the  ice-cream  is  properly  processed  in  accordance  with  the  Ice-cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1948.  These  dairies  are  regularly 
inspected  by  the  Saniary  Inspectors  and  a high  standard  of  clean- 
liness is  maintained. 


RESTUARANT  KITCHENS.  Including  licensed  pre- 
mises where  food  is  prepared,  there  are  72  in  the  Borough,  of  which 
18  are  factory  canteens,  38  school  canteens  and  2 colliery  canteens. 

FISH-FRYING  AND  CHIP  POTATO  SHOPS.  There  are 
24  in  the  Borough,  and  these  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  who  report  favourably  as  to  their  conditions  and  absence 
of  nuisance. 

BAKEHOUSES.  Forty  two  premises  were  in  use  during 
the  year,  including  one  certified  underground  bakehouse.  Three 
hundred  and  forty-eight  visits  were  made  during  the  year ; notices 
of  repairs  and  lime-washing,  etc.,  were  served.  The  conditions 
generally  were  satisfactory. 

BUTCHERS.  Small  goods,  including  brawTi,  polonies, 
pies,  faggots,  etc.,  were  prepared  at  46  butchers’  establishments - 
At  the  butchers’  estabhshments  the  work  is  carried  out  in  a special 
room,  and  electric  power  is  available.  All  the  premises  are  reg- 
ularly visited  by  the  Inspectors,  and  the  conditions  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


RETAIL  FOOD  SHOPS. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  numbers  of  food  shops  in 
the  County  Borough,  sub-divided  into  various  classes.  It  will 
be  appreciated  that  there  is  a tendency  for  shops  nowadays  to  sell 
all  types  and  classes  of  goods  instead  of  specialising  in  one  part- 
icular commodity.  Thus  we  find  that  many  butchers  sell  tinned 
foods  and  grocers  sell  vegetables.  In  the  sub-divisions,  certain, 
shops  appear  in  more  than  one  classification  if  their  trade  in  each 
commodity  is  substantial.  If,  however,  only  an  insignificant 
trade  is  carried  on  in  a type  of  commodity,  it  has  been  ignored. 
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Total  number  of  shops  concerened  with  the  sale 


of  foodstuffs 

. . 402 

Number  of  parlour-type  shops 

161 

Number  of  large  and  lock-up  shops 

241 

Sub-division  by  main  trades  or  commodities  : 

Ice-cream  vendors 

76 

Butchers  . . 

55 

Small  Goods  Manufacturers 

46 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

24 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

24 

Wet  Fish  Shops  . . 

9 

Greengrocers 

36 

Bakers  & Confectioners  . . 

38 

One  hundred  and  forty  six  registrations  have  been  made 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  but  this  number 
includes  premises  other  than  food  shops  that  are  registered  under 
the  Act.  During  1953,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty 
seven  visits  were  made  to  all  premises  registered  under  the  Act, 
which  includes  Food  Preparation  Premises  and  various  canteens. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area 

Of  the  Notices  served  474  were  Statutory  and  731  Informal. 

Repairs  carried  out  or  nuisances  abated  : 

1.  Number  of  houses  repaired  or  made  fit  . . . . 272 

2.  Provided  with  vertical  damp  courses  . . . . 108 

3.  Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 544 

4.  Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc 128 

5.  Internal  plasterings  to  walls  and  ceilings  . . . . 168 

6.  Windows  repaired,  and  made  to  open,  etc.  . . 202 

7.  Sash  cords  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 72 

8.  Food  Stores  repaired,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 51 

9.  Stairs  and  staircases  repaired  . . . . . . 42 

10.  Skirting  boards  provided  or  repaired  . . . . 74 

11.  Doors  repaired,  re-hung  or  renewed  . . . . . . 154 

12.  Firegrates  repaired,  re-set  or  renewed  . . . . 112 

13.  Chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . . . . . . 101 

14.  Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 21 

15.  New  Sinks  provided  or  fitted  ..  ..  ..  10 

16.  External  walls  repaired,  cemented  or  re-built  . . 48 

17.  Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  26 

1 8.  Eaves  gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or 

renewed  . . . . . . . . 301 

19.  Dangerous  walls  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  31 

20.  Yards  and  passages  repaired  and  paved  . . . . 48 

21 . Obstructed  drains  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 540 

22.  Yard  guUeys  provided  . . . . . . . . 12 

23.  Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . . . . . 125 

24.  Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  . . . . 37 

25.  W.C.  pans  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 83 

26.  W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 96 

27.  Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  renewed  or  repaired  24 

28.  Closet  structures  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . 91 

29.  Animals  improperly  kept  . . . . . . . . 13 

30.  Smoke  nuisances  . . . . . . . . • • 21 

31.  Accummulations  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  131 
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INSPECTIONS 

Inspections  Made  During  the  Year  : 

House-to-house  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

Mechanical  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Non-Mechanical  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  348 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Food  Preparation  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  646 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  476 

Fish  Fryers  245 

Inns,  Public  Houses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  333 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  280 

Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  Depots  756 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Food  Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Infectious  diseases  investigated  ...  ...  ...  245 

Infectious  diseases  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 


Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ugj 

Notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1205 

Clothing/Premises  disinfected  236 

Premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

Lengths  of  Drains  tested  (in  feet)  6925 


86 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act  and! 
instructions  issued  by  the  Director  of  Infestation  Control,  Ministry  ■ 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  work  of  Rodent  Control  was  con-  ■ 
tinued  throughout  the  year  by  the  Rodent  Control  Staff  under  the  ■ 
supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Complaints  from  Occupiers  of  577  premises  were  investigated 
and  treatment  carried  out  where  necessary.  Numerous  other 
infestations  were  discovered  and  were  dealt  with  accordingly.  In 
addition  the  baiting  and  poisoning  the  sewers  throughout  the  County 
Borough  was  continued. 

1.  TREATMENT  OF  SEWERS. 

The  Treatment  of  Sewers  was  completed  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  instructions. 

Two  Maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  as  follows  : — 
1st  Maintenance  Treatment — 19th  Jan.  to  28th  Feb.,  1953 
No.  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  1962 

No.  of  manholes  baited  1040 

No.  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take  642 

Schemes  of  baiting  used  : Consecutive  days. 

Bait  and  Poison  used  ; Bread  Mash  and  Arsenic. 

T est  Baiting  : 

[i)  Date  on  which  test  baits  were  laid — 5th  January  1953. 
[ii]  No.  of  manholes  tested  ...  61 

{Hi)  No.  of  manholes  showing  bait  take  ...  27 

2nd  Maintenance  Treatment— 29th  June  to  8th  Aug.,  1953. 
No.  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems  1962 
No.  of  manholes  baited  ...  ...  ...  •■.  710 

No.  of  manholes  showing  prebait  take  534 

Schemes  of  baiting  used  ...  1st,  3rd  and  5th  days. 

Bait  and  Poison  used  Sausage  Rusks  and  Zinc 

Phosphide. 

2'est  Baiting  : 

(t)  Date  on  which  test  baits  were  laid — Loth  June,  1953 

{ii)  No.  of  manholes  tested 138 

{ni)  No.  of  manholes  showing  bait  take  ...  22. 
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2.  SURFACE  DISINFESTATION. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Control  Staff  in  con- 
nection with  Surface  Disinfestations  is  enumerated  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Author- 

ity 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All 

Others 

Total 

No.  of  properties  inspected 
as  a result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification 

53 

435 



89 

577 

(b)  Otherwise 

437 

572 

75 

494 

1568 

No.  of  properties  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 
Major 

168 

32 

34 

234 

Minor 

90 

214 

— 

28 

332 

No.  of  properties  found  to  be 
infested  by  mice 

4 

237 

— 

38 

279 

No.  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Auth’y 

262 

483 



100 

845 

No.  of  notices  ser\-ed  under 
Section  4 : — 

(1)  Treatment 





(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  in  which  default 
was  taken  by  Local  Auth- 
ority following  the  issue  of 
a notice  under  Section  4 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  "Block  Control” 
schemes  carried  out  ...  9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  carcases  found  fol- 
lowing treatment  ; — 
(a)  Rats 

341 

196 

189 

726 

(ft)  Mice 

25 

156 

— 

77 

258 

3.  REFUSE  TIPS. 

All  Refuse  Tips  in  the  Borough  were  inspected  regularly 
during  the  past  year  and  where  infestations  were  found  they  were 
dealt  with  accordingly. 
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SHOPS  ACTS  1950  and  other  MISCELLANEOUS  ACTS. 

Shops  Act  1950  : 

In  connection  with  this  Act  and  the  Young  Persons  (Em- 
ployment) Act  1938,  425  visits  of  inspection  etc.  were  made  in 
order  to  ensure  the  records,  hours  of  employment  etc.  were  cor- 
rectly observed  at  shops,  wholesalers  and  other  premises  where  this 
Act  is  operative.  A small  number  of  minor  infringements  were 
noted  but  these  were  corrected  on  giving  a verbal  warning.  Five 
written  notices  were  issued  for  non-compilance. 

722  visits  of  inspection  and  registration  were  made  under 
Section  37  of  the  Shops  Act  1950,  which  embraces  the  health  and 
welfare  of  shop  workers,  and  also  under  the  Early  Closing,  and  Hours 
of  Closing  Sections.  Thirty-seven  informal  notices  were  served 
under  Section  37  and  details  of  these  are  enumerated  below  ; — 


Requirement 

Number 

Informal 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Defective 

Served 

Served 

Provision  and  maintenance  of  : 
(a)  Sanitary  Conveniences 

...  14 

14 

Nil. 

(6)  Washing  Facilities  ... 

...  10 

8 

Nil. 

(c)  Temperature 

...  12 

12 

Nil. 

(d)  Ventilation  

1 

1 

Nil. 

(e)  Facilities  for  Meals  ... 

...  2 

2 

Nil. 

Total 

...  39 

37 



There  were  no  prosecutions  under  the  Shops  Act  during  1 953 


Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  ; 

Thirty-seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Poisons 
listed  in  Part  II  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-one  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during 
the  year  and  in  all  cases  the  Act  was  properly  observed. 

Refreshment  Houses  Act,  1870. 

Forty-four  licenses  of  registration  under  this  Act  were 
issued  by  the  Town  Clerk's  Department  during  the  year. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  8 common  lodging-houses  in  the  Borough  and  67 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Inspectors.  Eight  notices 
were  served  during  the  year  to  abate  nuisances  or  remedy  defects. 
The  conditions  generally  may  be  said  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Thirty-one  remain  on  the  Register.  One  hundred  and 
Eighty  four  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  In- 
spectors, and  28  notices  were  served,  to  abate  nuisances  or  remedy 
defects. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  5 premises  where  offensive  trades  are  carried 
on  : gut-scrapers,  2 ; fellmonger,  1 ; knackers,  1 ; fat-rendering,  1 ; 

No  complaints  regarding  these  premises  were  received  during  the 
year. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Schools  is  reported  in  Part  2 — 
School  Medical  Report.  The  action  taken  in  relation  to  the  health 
of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases  is  in  conformity  with  the  Memorandum  on  the  Closure 
and  Exclusion  from  School,  1925,  issued  conjointly  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Education,  and  revised 
in  1943. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Ninety-six  notices  to  repair  or  replace  w.c.  cisterns  and 
eighty-three  notices  to  renew  w.c.  pans  were  served  during  the 
year.  Six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  notices  were  issued  to  repair 
dilapidated,  defective  and  choked  drains. 
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Public  Cleansing 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  : 

Takes  place  on  alternate  days  throughout  the  Borough,  but 
with  the  completion  of  the  change-over  from  horse-drawn  vehicles 
to  mechanical  transport,  a twice  weekly  system  of  collection  is  now 
being  considered. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  ; 

Refuse  collected  from  the  Town,  Dowlais,  Penydarren  and 
Parks  Areas  was  deposited  at  Twynyxodyn,  Swansea  Road  and 
Maestaf  Sites. 

Refuse  from  the  Lower  valley  areas — (a)  Abercanaid,  Pen- 
trebach,  Troedyrhiw  and  Merthyr  Vale  at  Maestaf  site,  Pentrebach 
and  Swansea  Road.  (b).  Treharris,  Quakers'  Yard  and  Abercynon 
at  Maestaf  site  and  Swansea  Road. 

STREET  CLEANSING  : 

Roads  and  streets  throughout  the  Borough  are  cleansed 
each  day  by  manual  brushing.  Street  gullies  are  emptied  and 
cleansed  by  Automatic  Gully  Cleansers. 
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Prosecutions  1S53 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings 
taken  during  1953  : — 


Nature  of  Offence,  and  Initials 

Act  under  which  of  Result 

proceedings  were  taken.  Defendant 


1.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936 

2.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936 

3.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

4.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

5.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

6.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

7.  Section  3 of  the  Food 

and  Drugs  Act. 

8.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

9.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

10.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

11.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

12.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

13.  Contravention  Sec.  154 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

14.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

15.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

16.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 

17.  Nuisance  under  Public 

Health  Act,  1936. 


I.H. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

E.T. 

Order  for  6 weeks. 

J.H.M. 

Order  for  28  days. 

W.M.B. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

E.E. 

Order  for  28  days. 

T.W. 

Order  for  28  days. 

M.F.G. 

Absolute  discharge  on 
payment  of  ffl  6s.  Od. 

costs. 

D.W.H. 

Withdrawn  on  payment 
of  Costs. 

W.G. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

W.G. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

W.M. 

Fined  jfZ  under  Sec.  45  ; 
Order  for  28  days  under 

Sec.  93. 

J.H.M. 

Order  for  21  days. 
Fined  ;^1. 

A.M. 

Fined  ^1  and  Costs. 

D.H.C.R.  Order  for  28  days. 

Costs. 

J.A.P. 

Fined  £2. 

G.T. 

Withdrawn  on  payment 
of  Costs. 

T.L.P. 

Withdrawn  on  payment 
of  Costs. 
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PROSECUTIONS,  Continued. 


Nature  of  Offence,  and  Initials 

Act  under  which  of  Result, 

proceedings  were  taken.  Defendant. 


18. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936 

J.H.E. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

19. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936 

J.H.E. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

20. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936 

J.H.E. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

21. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936 

J.H.E. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 

22. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

M.C. 

Order  for  28  days. 

23. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

E.T. 

Order  for  28  days  under 
See.  93.  Fined  £1  under 
Section  45. 

24. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

W.M.B. 

Order  for  28  days. 
Fined  £1. 

25. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

J.H.E. 

Fined  £1  under  Sec.  39. 

26. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

J.H.E. 

Fined  £2  under  Sec.  56. 
Fined  £2  under  Sec.  45. 

27. 

Nuisance  under  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

JJ-E. 

Withdrawn  on  com- 
pletion of  Notice. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

NEW  HOUSES. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ; — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (6) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 
(t»)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  ; 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  (for  housing  de- 

fects under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ... 

(fc)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  1 above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 
(d)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  p'lrpose... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  aU  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
FORMAL  notices  I 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  . . . 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dweUing  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

B.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

(2)  Nurnber  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo- 

lition Orders 

— Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  re- 
spect of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  

Premises  closed 


134 

124 

1107 

1705 

672 

960 

211 

845 

691 


411 

284 

19 

19 

6 

6 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS — continued. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

E.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(б)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners 
of  intentions  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

F.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  & 15  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered 

fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelh'ng  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Dem- 

olition Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  removals  of  tenants  under  Slum  Clearance 

Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

From  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

From  Cellars  or  parts  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Furniture  and  effects  disinfested  ...  ...  43 

4.  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  distinguishing 

THOSE  BUILT  IN  THE  LAST  THREE  YEARS  AND  HELD  UNDER  PART  2 OF 

THE  Housing  Act,  1925,  and  (2)  other  powers. 

Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority — 1953 
By  Purchase 

Under  1890  Act  

Under  1919  Act  

Under  1924  Act  

Under  1930  Act  

Under  1936  Act  

Number  built  during  last  3 years  ... 


7 

347 

236 

226 

270 


DISINFESTATION  OF  DWELLINGS  ; 


During  the  year,  complaints  were  received  of  bug,  beetle  or  ant  in- 
festation in  Corporation  owned,  or  privately  owned  houses. 

Spraying  by  recognised  insecticides  containii^  the  proper  percentage 
of  DDT  or  &AMMAXENE  was  found  to  be  very  effective.  This  work  has  been 
carried  out  free  of  charge  to  the  occupiers. 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  infested  wth  Bed  Bug  (all  subsequently 

disinfested).  ^ 

(a)  Council  Houses  28 

{b)  Other  Houses 121 


Part  4 

Local  Health  Services 
provided  under  the  National 
Health  Services  Act,  1946 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  UNDER 
THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  ACT,  1946. 

For  my  Annual  Report  of  1952,  I presented  a Survey  of  the 
Local  Health  Services  provided  under  the  National  Health  Services 
Act,  1946.  The  survey  dealt  with  many  aspects  of  the  services 
provided  grouped  under  various  headings  which  were  suggested  by 
the  Ministry  in  the  Circular.  As  a "follow-up”.  Circular  1/54  of 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  asks  for  information  regarding  inte- 
gration of  the  local  health  and  general  medical  services  in  the  various 
sections  and  details  about  such  specilic  sections  as  Tuberculosis, 
Spastics,  Blind  Persons  etc.  I feel  that  before  proceeding  to  the 
facts,  it  is  necessary  to  give  a brief  resume  of  the  Administration 
and  Co-operation  Sections  of  my  last  Annual  Report  by  way  of 
introduction  to  this  present  Survey. 

The  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil  is  approximately 
eleven  miles  long,  has  eight  electoral  ward's  and  the  last  Census 
Population  was  61,093.  The  Administrative  Centre  is  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Health  at  the  Town  Hall  in  Merthyr  and  there 
are  Clinics  for  various  purposes  at  Dowlais,  Merthyr,  Troedyrhiw, 
Aberfan  and  Treharris.  The  Ambulance  Services  are  housed  and 
and  centralised  at  Market  Hall,  Merthyr  where  the  Control  Centre 
is  situated.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Staff  includes  three 
Assistant  Medical  Officers,  a number  of  part-time  Consultants, 
two  Dental  Officers,  six  Sanitary  Inspectors,  nine  Health  Visitors, 
ten  Midwives,  twelve  District  Nurses,  Welfare  Staff  and  Admin- 
istrative Staff. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  a past  Chairman  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  members  of  the  area  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  and,  with  an  additional  five  members 
of  the  Council,  are  on  the  Executive  Council.  This  is  but  one 
example  of  the  close  liaison  which  exists  between  the  two  .services. 
There  is  a high  degree  of  co-operation  between  the  Medical  and 
Nur.-.ing  Staff  of  this  Authority  and  the  General  Practitioner.-. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  two  Assistants  work  on  a part- 
time  basis  for  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  at  the  local  Isolation 
Hospital,  a Rheumatic  Hospital  School  and  local  Maternity  Home 
respectively.  The  Local  Health  and  Education  Authorities  have 
made  it  a practice  to  employ,  as  far  as  possible,  the  same  Consul- 
tants as  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  thus  further  increasing  the 
decree  of  co-ordination  between  the  two  services. 

I.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics  are  held  at  least  once 
per  week  at  each  Clinic  in  the  County  Borough  area  when  the 
patients  are  seen  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  in  charge.  The 
Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  for  that  particular  area  are  also 
present.  Periodic  clinics  are  held  by  ? Consultant  Gynaecologist 
and  Obstetrician  when  cases  referred  by  the  Assistant  Medical 


97 


Officers  are  seen.  The  following  details  show  the  attendances  at 
the  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  during  1953  : 


Table  A.  Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  and  Post- 
Natal  Clinics,  1953. 


No.  of 
Climes 

No.  of  Medical 
OffxGY  Sess- 

Number  of  women 
in  attendance 

Total  No. 

of 

attend'  ces 
during 

previded. 

ions  held  per 
month 

Total  no. 

New 

of  women 

cases. 

Y ear 

Ante-Natal 

5 

30 

677 

553 

4232 

Post-Natal 

5 

21 

137 

48 

159 

The  sub-joined  table  shows  the  nurnber  of  blood  specimens 
from  Expectant  Mothers  which  were  taken  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  A number  of  these  patients 
were  referred  by  their  own  General  Practitioners  or  as  in  a very  small 
number  of  cases,  this  Department  arranged  for  the  examination 
of  specimens  submitted  by  General  Practit’ oners.  This  is  yet 
another  example  of  the  close  co-operation  that  exists. 

Table  B.  Ante-Natal  Blood  Specimens — 1953. 


Examined  for. 

Number. 

Rh.  Fa^'tor 

476 

Wassermann  Reaction 

426 

G.C.F.  and  Kahn 

. . 426 

Blood  Urea 

9 

During  1953,  the  Clinics  at  Aberfan  and  Troedyrhiw  became 
fully  operative,  although  they  had  been  in  partial  use  for  a number 
of  months.  Both  have  fully  equipped  Dental  Clinics  for  the  treat- 
ment of  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers  and  the  Clinics  have 
^eatly  increased  the  facilities  available  to  Mothers  and  Children 
in  those  areas.  During  the  year,  159  Dental  Sessions  for  Mothers 
and  Young  Children  were  held  at  the  Clinics  throughout  the  Borough 
and  treatment  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  four  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers  and  two  hundred  and  two  children  under  school 
age  was  completed  (See  Section  7,  page  101). 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  with  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  in 
attendance  are  held  at  each  of  the  Clinics  in  the  County  Borough 
once  weekly  and  there  is  an  average  of  thirty  sessions  per  month 
m the  area.  The  number  of  children  under  one  year  who  first 
attended  a Clinic  in  1953  was  981  and  the  total  number  of  children 
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under  five  who  attended  was  1 ,31 4.  The  following  table  enumerates 
the  attendances  according  to  age-group  : 

Table  C.  Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 


No.  of  attendances 

Age  Group.  during  year. 


Under  1 year  . . 

. . 7181 

1 year  but  under  2 years 

..  1133 

2 years  but  under  5 years 

. . 449 

Total  Attendances 

. . 8763 

There  are  nine  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  these  nurses  also  carry  out  the  duties  of  School 
Nurses  for  the  Local  Education  Authority.  There  are  no  specialist 
Health  Visitors,  all  being  responsible  for  visits  to  Mothers  and 
Children,  attendance  at  various  clinics,  special  investigations,, 
visits  to  notified  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  and  Tuber- 
culosis visiting.  Details  of  these  visits  during  1953  are  set  out 
below  in  Table  D. 


Table  D.— Visits  by  Health  Visitors — 1953. 


Type  of 
Visits. 

Childre  n 
under 
5 yrs. 

Expectant 

M’thrs 

Children  aged 

T.B. 

visits 

Other 

visits 

Under 
1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-5 

yrs. 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

772 

14,108 

422 

617 

772 

4,557 

2,779 

6,752 

743 

839 

(Note  ; Other  Visits  include  investigations  of  Home 
Help  Applications,  houses  where  Home  Helps  are 
working.  Infectious  Diseases  Investigations,  Still- 
birth and  Infant  Death  Inquiries,  etc.). 

The  total  number  of  Families  or  Households  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitors  druing  1953,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  investi- 
gations, routine  visits,  etc.,  appearing  in  Table  D.  was  12,161. 

2.  Midwifery. 

There  are  ten  Midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  under  its  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Scheme.  These  mid- 
wives reside  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  in  order  to  ensure  an 
even  distribution  with  regard  to  the  population  and  maximum 
availability  and  efficiency.  The  Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives 
is  Dr.  Dilys  Stephens,  Assistant  Medical  Officer.  During  19o3, 
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they  attended  three  hundred  and  nineteen  domiciliary  cases.  Of 
these  cases,  twenty-six  were  delivered  when  a doctor  was  present 
and  the  remaining  two  hundred  and  ninety  three  without  a doctor 
present.  It  was  necessary  for  the  midwives  to  send  to  General 
Practitioners  for  Medical  Aid  under  Section  14(1)  of  the  Midwives 
Act  1951,  in  sixty-five  cases.  The  midwives  also  attended  six 
hundred  and  twenty  one  cases  on  discharge  from  institution  and 
before  the  fourteenth  day.  They  also  reported  that  in  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  of  the  cases  delivered  at  home,  the  baby  was  wholly 
breast-fed  on  the  fourteenth  day.  All  midwives  are  trained  to  use 
gas  and  air  apparatus  and  each  one  has  her  own.  One  hundred 
and  fourteen  cases  were  delivered  with  the  administration  of  gas 
and  air  analgesia  without  a doctor  being  present  and  fifteen  such 
cases  when  a doctor  was  present. 

3.  Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

I have  had  a number  of  discussions  with  the  Consultant  Pae- 
diatrician in  this  Area,  Dr.  F.  W.  Nash,  regarding  the  setting  up 
of  a Premature  Unit  in  this  town.  The  proposals  have  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  plans  are  now  beginning 
to  take  form.  '\^ilst  appreciating  the  facilities  available  at  St. 
David’s  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  others  at  Church  Village,  Newport 
and  Neath  to  which  some  of  our  babies  have  been  sent,  it  would 
appear  far  more  advantageous  to  have  a local  unit.  I am,  in  this 
Annual  Report,  concerned  about  the  high  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
in  this  County  Borough  and  Dr.  Nash  and  I have  decided  to  make 
extensive  enquiries  into  possible  factors  affecting  this  unhappy 
trend.  With  regard  to  premature  infants,  out  of  the  forty-two 
children  under  one  year  who  died  in  1953,  in  nearly  one-third  of 
the  total,  that  is  thirteen,  the  certified  cause  of  death  was  Pre- 
maturity. Table  E.  gives  the  details  of  Premature  Births  both 
live  and  still. 


Table  E.  Premature  Births. 


Number. 

Notified  from. 

Live. 

Still. 

Hospital 

58 

14 

Home 

18 

10 

Private  Nursing  Home 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

The  nurses  operating  this  service  continue  to  be  very  hard 
worked  although  a much  greater  degree  of  co-operation  seems 
apparent  this  year  with  the  General  Practitioners.  I am  sure  the 
Doctors  are  fully  aware  of  the  amount  of  work  that  the  District, 
Nurses  have  to  cope  with  and  except  in  a very  few  isolated  case.s 
they  have  gone  to  some  length  to  relieve  the  Nurses  if  it  is  at  all 
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possible  to  do  so.  Table  F.  below  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of: 
cases  attended  and  visits  paid  by  the  District  Nurses  during  thee 
year. 


Table  F.  Home  Nursing  Visits  and  Cases. 


Mcdi-  Surg-  Infect.  T.B.  Maternal  Other 

cal.  ical.  Diseases.  Compl’ns.  Cases  Total. 


Cases  Atten’d  1036 

409 

18 

127 

19 

165 

177T 

Visits  Paid  26816 

12445 

239 

4296 

162 

409 

4436a 

The  next  table  gives  a further  analysis  of  the  cases  and 
visits  set  out  in  Table  F.  Details  regarding  children  under  5 yecirs^ 
and  patients  over  65  years  and  also  those  who  had  more  than 
twenty-four  visits  in  the  ^''ear  are  as  follows  : — 

Table  G.  Home  Nursing — Specl\l  Cl.\sses  of  P.\tient 


Patients  who  at  time 

Patients  who  hadl 

of  first  visit  ivere  : 

more  than  twenty-- 

four  visits  during 

Under  5 yrs. 

Over  65  yrs. 

year. 

Cases  attended 

141 

628 

361 

Visits  paid 

630 

7869 

16470 

5.  Supply  of  Dried  Milks,  Etc. 

National  Milk  is  supplied  at  Food  Offices  for  those  in  attcn-i-' 
dance  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  vouchers  are  given  in  respect  1 
of  other  brands  of  foods  so  that  they  can  be  obtained  at  a cheaper; 
rate.  This  takes  place  at  two  clinics  in  the  Borough,  three  centres-; 
opened  by  the  Food  Office  and  there  are  seven  places  where  they  cant 
be  obtained  through  the  Women's  Voluntary  Service  during  em-' 
ergencies. 

6.  Home  Helps. 

During  the  year,  three  home  helps  were  employed  on  a part-  - 
time  basis  and  they  provided  help  in  seven  cases.  This  may  appearj 
on  first  sight  to  be  very  small  for  a County  Borough  of  this  size. 
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but  considerable  co-operation  was  received  from  the  National 
Assistance  Board  in  the  provision  of  home  helps.  A large  pro- 
portion of  the  cases  requiring  home  helps  are  not  in  a financial 
position  to  pay  all  or  even  part  of  the  cost  of  such  a service.  By 
close  liaison  with  the  Area  Officer  of  the  National  Assistance  Board, 
it  has  been  possible  in  a large  number  of  cases  for  the  Board  to  make 
a grant  towards  engaging  a person  to  do  a certain  number  of  hours 
of  domestic  duties  per  week  in  the  households  where  it  was  required. 
Although  in  some  cases  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer,  who  is 
responsible  for  the  organisation  of  Home  Helps,  was  instrumental 
in  placing  the  Home  Helps  at  the  various  homes,  the  Board  took 
responsibility  for  them  and  consequently  I have  not  included  them 
in  our  figures  for  the  year.  The  seven  cases  where  the  help  was 
provided  came  in  the  category — Chronic  Sick  including  Aged  and 
Infirm. 


7.  Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care. 

The  bulk  of  After-care  work  falls  on  the  District  Nurses 
as  far  as  cases  other  than  Tuberculosis  are  concerned.  The  After- 
care of  pre-school  and  school  children  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Services  and  in  connection  with 
these  Services,  a Consultant  Paediatrician  examines  all  cases  at 
regular  and  frequent  intervals  for  many  years  afterwards  at  the 
various  School  Clinics.  Again,  we  have  the  co-operation  of  the 
National  Assistance  Board  in  helping  certain  of  these  cases.  The 
question  of  After-care  of  Tuberculous  patients  is  dealt  with  in  Part 
1 in  the  Section  devoted  to  Tuberculosis  in  general. 


8.  Dental  Care. 

There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  facilities  avail- 
able for  Dental  Care  to  Mothers  and  Young  Children  during  the 
past  year.  Both  clinics  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  valley, 
Glantaf,  Trocdyrhiw  and  Canonbie,  Aberfan,  have  fully  equipped 
dental  clinics  which  were  in  full  operation  during  the  year.  There 
are  now  two  Dental  Surgeons  employed  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  appear  in  the 
appended  Tables  : — 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PATIENTS  TRANSPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  195^ 


Removed  to  : 

St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital 

1 

I General  Hospital 

Mardy  Isolation  Hospital 

Sandbrook  House  Rheumatic 
Hospitaa  School 

jwaunfarren  Maternity  Home 

Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary 

Llandough  Hospital 

Church  Village  Hospital 

i ^ 

j Prince  or  Wales  Hospital  d||||||Ht 
I Glanely  Hospital  | 

Whitchurch  Hospital 

1 SuUy  Hospital 

T.B.  Clinic 

Ministry  of  Pensions,  Cardiff 

Pontsarn  Sanatorium 

Hollies  Clinic 

St.  Winifred’s  Hospital 

Morriston  Hospital 

Cefn  Coed  Mental  Hospital 

Home 

Pedw  Hir  Hospital 

St.  David's  Cardiff 

St.  La-wrence’s,  Chepsto-w 

Glossop  Terrace,  Cardiff 

T0.1garth  Sanatorium  [ 

Talygaru  Hospital 

Neath  Hosoita 

Removed  From  : 

Home 

... 

1848 

2090 

201 

2 

339 

1402 

64 

47 

238  5 

26 

71 

151 

29 

31 

a 

5 

14 

43 

41 

31 

f 

5 

4 

iif^ 

St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital 

3 

241 

58 

1 

1 

23 

1 2 

4 

2 

1 

22 

1 

8 

1438 

104 

7 

1 

General  Hospital 

279 

19 

5 

3 

15 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2671 

181 

2 

3 

Mardy  Isolation  Hosp 

62 

17 

1 

- 

n 1 

6 

325 

25 

1 

151 

Sandbrook  Hospital  . . . 

2 

6 

Gwaunfarren  Mat. 

Home 

19 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

136 

2 

Cardiff  R’y’l  Infirm’y 

20 

11 

i V 

1449 

Llandough  Hospital 

1 

62 

Church  VUlage  Hosp. 

1 

F 

n 

■i 

49 

Prince  of  Wales  Hosp. 

18 

I 

r 

H' 

258 

Glanely  Hospital 

► 

1 

6 

Whitchurch  Hospital 

29 

Sully  Hospital 

2 

3 

69 

T.B.  Chnic 

2 

1 

326 

257 

152 

Pontsam  Sanatorium 

21 

5 

25 

1 

257 

4 

56 

Holhes  Clinic 

1 

4 

4 

F 3dw  Hir  Hosp. 

2 

27 

j 

■ 

150 

St.  David’s  ... 

1 

31 

Other  Hospitals  and 

Clinics 

2 

5 

11 

246 

Factories 

4 

78 

7 

I 

142 

1 

Other  Accidents 

57 

1 

17 

TOTALS 

2282 

2542 

2646 

8 

344 

1449 

66 

51  2 
1 

=i 

76  9 

I 

26 

87  j 

736 

30 

345 

8 

6 

16 

51 1 

G63 

285 

43 

10 

5. 

4 

118 

5 
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) 

j 9.  Ambulance  Services. 

! The  Ambulance  Service  is  centralized  at  the  Market  Hall, 

Merthyr  Tydfil  and’ is  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Medical  Officer 
I of  Health,  to  whom  an  Ambulance  Officer  located  at  the  Market 
Hall  is  responsible  for  the  running  and  efficiency  ^of  the  service. 
The  remarks  1 made  last  year  regarding  the  number  of  ambulances 
engaged  upon  conveying  patients  to  various  Out-Patients  Depart- 
ments in  Cardiff  still  hold.  However,  during  1953,  Out-Patients 
Departments  have  been  opened  up  in  specially  built  premises  at 
St.  T}Mfirs  Hospital  and  this  may  soon  have  some  effect  upon  the 
distances  that  patients  are  carried  to  such  Departments.  But  you 
will  observe  that  there  is  yet  another  increase  in  the  total  mileage 
for  the  year.  Appeals  have  been  made  to  the  General  Practitioners 
to  give  sufficient  notice  so  that  all  the  patients  can  be  put  on  one 
Ambulance  instead  of  having  say,  three  ambulances  going  at  half- 
hour  intervals  to  Cardiff  each  carrying  only  one  patient.  These 
appeals,  I feel  sure,  have  not  gone  unheeded  but  still  a great  amount 
of  running  time  is  wasted  by  ambulances  having  to  wait  one  or  two 
hours  at  Cardiff  until  the  patients  are  seen.  This,  of  course,  is 
common  to  most  Authorities  who  send  patients  some  distance  to 
! Treatment  and  Consultation  Centres.  As  I said  last  5^ear,  I would 
) not  expect  preferential  treatment  for  Merthyr  patients  so  that  they 
■ may  be  seen  immediately  on  arrival  and  waiting  time  is  thus  mini- 
. mal,  but  the  fact  remains  that  this  system  causes  an  unavoidable 
'wastage  of  running-time  and  man  hours.  Table  J.  shows  a com- 
} parison  of  the  Journeys,  Patients  carried  and  Mileage  for  the  years 
11949  to  1953. 


Table  J.  Ambulance  Service  ; Mileage  ; Patients  ; 
Journeys,  1949-1953. 


Year. 

Total  number 
of  journeys. 

Number  of 
Patients  carried. 

Total  mileage 
covered. 

1949 

. . 5072 

6241 

72035 

1950 

. . 5926 

10044 

91831 

1951 

. . 5853 

12541  • . . 

91835 

1952 

. . 6359 

14899 

99419 

1953 

. . 6582 

16694 

104548 

In  Table  K.,  details  of  the  patients  per  journey  for  the  years 
: 1950  to  1953  are  given.  I have  not  included  the  year  1949  because 
I I feel  that  this  year  was  not  a typical  one,  the  service  having  just 
started  and  not  got  into  its  stride.  Its  inclusion  in  the  table  would 
: falsely  exagerate  the  trend  in  the  Patients  per  journey  factor.  The 
continued  increase  in  the  number  of  Patients  carried  per  Journey 
■ IS  indeed  a gratifying  trend  because  it  indicates  greater  efficiency 
in  the  planning  of  journeys  and  loading  of  ambulances  and  a more 
economic  application  of  the  Service  in  general.  I also  feel  that  it 
e ps  to  substantiate  my  remark  that  the  co-operation  and  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Practitioners  is  much  greater. 
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Table  K.  Patients  Carried  Per  Journey,  1950-1953. 


Patients  per 

Year.  Journey. 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


The  increase  in  1953  of  .293  of  a Patient  per  Journey  over 
1 952  might  seem  insignificant,  but  when  one  appreciates  that  it  rep- 
resents an  increase  of  11.5%  or  more  than  one  patient  in  every 
ten,  it  is  indeed  quite  considerable.  In  1953,  the  Service  passed 
the  one  hundred  thousand  miles  mark  per  year,  the  total  mileage 
covered  by  all  vehicles  being  104,548. 

10.  V.VCCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

All  the  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  carried  out  during 
the  year  were  done  by  Medical  Practitioners.  Only  under  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  are  vaccinations  done  at  the  Local  Health 
Authority  Clinics,  although  much  importance  is  attached  to  the 
need  for  it  and  the  Health  Visitors  encourage  Parents  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated  within  six  months.  In  1953,  forty-two 
vaccinations  and  eleven  re-vaccinations  were  performed  by  the 
General  Practitioners. 

Five-hundred  and  eighty  seven  children  were  immunised 
or  received  a booster  dose  during  the  year.  Great  emphasis  is 
laid  on  immunisation  and  considerable  propaganda  is  put  out, 
such  as  First  Birthday  Cards,  Posters  in  the  Clinics  and  talks  to 
Parents  by  Health  Visitors  at  their  homes. 

Table  L.  Immunisation  1953. 


L.A.  Clinics.  Gen.  Practitioners. 


1.697 

2.143 

2.343 

2.536 


Immunisation  . . 393  . . 63 

Boosters  . . . . 98  . . 33 


11.  Ment.^l  Health. 

The  Local  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  control  of  the 
combined  services  of  Mental  Deficiency  and  the  initial  proceedings 
for  Mental  Treatment.  The  Local  Authority  has  a special  sub- 
committee of  the  Health  Committee  which  deals  with  Mental  Health 
Services.  A part-time  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  who  deals  prin- 
cipally with  school  children,  is  available  on  the  Staff  for  adult 
cases.  However,  all  adults  almost  without  exception,  attend  the 
Psychiatric  Out-Patients  Clinic  at  the  Merthyr  General  Hospital 
at  which  a Consultant  Psychiatrist  employed  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  attends.  With  regard  to  children,  in  addition 
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to  the  pcart-tij-ne  Psychiatrist,  the  Local  Education  Authority  em- 
ploys a full-time  Psychologist.  Two  of  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  are  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  for  the  pur- 
poses of  certification  of  children  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act 
The  Local  Authority  employs  a full-time  Duly  Authorised  Officer, 
who  has  the  assistance  of  a part-time  Deputy  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  when  required. 

The  subjoined  Table  M.  shows  the  number  of  patients  in 
the  various  categories  who  entered  Mental  Hospitals  during  1953  ; 

T.\ble  M.  Admission  to  Ment.^l  Hospit.vls,  1953. 


Hospital. 

Voluntary. 

Certified.  Temporary 

Cefn  Coed  Hospital,  Swansea 

47  . 

24  . . 

— 

Morgannwg  Hospital,  Bridgend 

1 . 

— . . 

— 

Mid-Wales  Hospital,  Talgarth 

1 . 

1 . . 

— - 

Wliitchurch  Hospital,  Cardiff 

1 . 

. . 

1 

Totals 

50  . 

25  . . 

1 

i.  Prevenhon  Care.  During  the  year,  the  co-operation 
of  the  Merthyr  and  Aberdare  Hospital  Management  Committee 
has  continued  and  full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  facilities 
provided  by  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  held  weekly  in  the  Out-Patients’ 
Department  of  the  Merthyr  General  Hospital.  Patients  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  General  Practitioners  directly  or  through  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officer.  Where  physical  handicap  or  other  causes 
prevent  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  the  Psychiatrist  has  willingly 
^agreed  to  visit  the  home.  Regular  contact  and  liaison  between 
relatives  and  patients  receiving  hospital  treatment  is  maintained 
by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer.  Discharged  patients  are  con- 
stantly supervised  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  trial  periods 
of  discharge  are  given  in  order  that  patients  may  gradually  re- 
orientate themselves  and  adapt  themselves  once  more  to  home 
life.  Where  homes  are  unsuitable  or  not  available,  patients  are 
discharged  to  Hostel  Accommodation  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act. 

a.  Mental  Deficiency.  There  are  two  patients  awaiting 
admission  to  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  in  respect  of  whom 
applications  have  been  made  to  the  Regional  Psychiatrist.  One 
is  at  present  accommodated  at  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital.  Great 
difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  effecting  the  admission  of  patients 
because  of  the  lack  of  accommodation. 

During  the  year,  three  mental  defectives  were  admitted  to 
Institutions  One  female  aged  15  years  to  Llwyn  View  Institution 
Dolgelly,  Merioneth  ; one  male  aged  1 1 years  to  Er3^ri  Hospital^ 
Caernarvon  ; one  male  aged  12  years  to  Llanfrechfa  Grange,  Mon- 
rnouthshire.  The  admissions  were  effected  by  arrangement  with 
the  Regional  Psychia  trist.  Table  N gives  details  of  County  Borough 
patients  in  various  Institutions  during  1953  : 
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Table  N.  Patients  from  the  County  Borough  in 
Institutions  1953. 


Institution. 

Male.  Female. 

Over  16  Under  16  Over  16 

Under  \% 

Hensol  Castle,  Pontyclun 

. 11 

..  2 ..  5 .. 

- - 

Stoke  Park  Colony 

2 

. . — . . 2 . . 

— 

Bartistree  Convent 

— 

. . — . . 1 . . 

— — 

St.  Mary’s  Convent, 

Roehampton 

. . — . . 1 . . 

Llys  Maldwyn,  Caersws 

. — 

. . — . . — . . 

1 

Llwyn  View,  Dolgelly 

. — 

. . — . . — . . 

1 

Er5u:i  Hospital,  Caernarvon 

. — 

1 . . — . . 

— 

Llanfrechfa  Grange,  Mon. 

. . 

1 . . — . . 

— 

iii.  Defectives  in  the  Community.  The  Local  Authority  is 
responsible  for  the  supervision  of  patients  on  license  from  Mental 
Defective  Institutions.  Reports  on  home  conditions  and  super- 
vision are  carried  out  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  in  co-operation 
with  the  Health  Visitors.  The  number  of  defectives  under  special 
supervision  in  1953  is  shown  in  the  following  table  ; 


Table  O.  Defectives  under  Supervision,  1953. 


Males. 

Females. 

Over  16 

Under  16 

Over  16  Under  16 

Awaiting  admission  to 
Institutions 

. . 2 . 

. 1 

Under  supervision 

. . 24  . 

.16  . . 

25  . . 20 

WELFARE  SERVICES. 

1.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

(fl)  Section  21,  Provision  of  Residential  Accommod.\tion. 


During  1953,  residential  accommodation  was  provided  at 
St.  Tydfil's  Hospital  for  an  average  weekly  number  of  one  hundred 
and  four  persons.  The  ape  groups  of  these  persons  were  as  follows  : 


Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

65  yrs. 

65  yrs. 

65  yrs. 

65  yrs. 

104 

24 

68 

7 

5 

Of  these,  six  men  and  two  women  were  chargeable  to  Glamorgan 
County  Council. 
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In  addition,  fifty  seven  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital 
and  twenty-five  were  discharged.  A further  twelve  cases  were 
discharged  at  their  own  request.  Tliirty-four  new  cases  were 
admitted  during  the  year  to  Part  111  accommodation.  Temporary 
accommodation  was  provided  for  nine  persons  seeking  shelter  of 
a temporary  nature  through  eviction  or  other  urgent  causes. 

Pimt  House.  Residential  accommodation  was  provided  for  an 
average  weekly  number  of  thirteen  persons  in  the  following  age 
groups  : 

Women. 

Under  65  yrs.  Over  65  yrs.  Total. 

8 5 13 

Facilities  for  the  weekly  attendance  of  residents  at  local 
cinemas  were  available  throughout  the  year  and  season  tickets 
were  provided  for  those  desirous  of  attending  football  matches. 
Concerts  were  also  given  at  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital  and  the  residents 
of  Pant  House  were  entertained  to  teas,  concerts,  etc.,  by  voluntary 
organisations  attached  to  the  local  churches.  The  Entertainments 
Committee  of  the  County  Borough,  as  usual,  provided  tickets  for 
the  Annual  Fete  and  Gala  held  at  Cyfarthfa  Park. 

ih).  Section  29— Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

The  welfare  of  blind  persons  is  undertaken  on  an  agency 
basis  on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Merthyr  Tydfil  and  Mid  Wales 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  The  number  of  registered  blind  persons 
during  the  year  was  three  hundred  and  forty  two  which  is  an  in- 
crease of  one  over  last  year,  this  being  a person  over  seventy  years. 

, The  blind  population  is  grouped  as  follows  : — 

0-1  1-5  5-16  16-21  21-40  40-50  50-60  60-70  OverlQvrs. 

Nil.  1 1 1 9 25  58  38  209 

Of  the  nineteen  persons  employed  in  the  Workshops,  six 
men  work  in  the  Basket  Department,  four  men  in  the  Brush  De- 
partment, five  men  in  the  Mat  Department  and  four  women  in  the 
Hosiery  Department.  The  Institute  have  the  services  of  a Blind 
Organiser  employed  by  the  Royal  National  Institute  and  one  man 
during  the  year,  was  being  trained  at'Pontypridd  as  a Basketmaker.’ 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty  six  persons  were 
examined  by  Dr.  Parry  for  blindness,  and  forty  seven  were  certified 
as  Blind  Persons  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

On  the  31st  December,  1953,  there  were  seventy-six  Part- 
ially Sighted  Persons  on  the  Register,  grouped  as  follows 

21-40  50-65  65-70  Over  70  yrs. 

7 13  54 


2 
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(c)  Incidence  of  Blindness. 

During  the  year  1953,  forty  seven  persons  were  admitted 
to  the  Register  of  the  Blind  and  forty  nine  to  the  Register  of  the 
Partially-sighted  upon  receipt  of  Form  B.D.8. 

Of  the  forty  seven  blind  persons,  the  cause  of  the  disability 
was  Cataract  in  16  cases,  13  of  which  were  recommended  for  treat- 
ment and  treatment  was  commenced  in  10  of  those  cases.  Three  ' 
cases  of  Glaucoma  were  registered,  one  ot  which  was  recommended 
for  and  commenced  treatment.  Twenty-eight  cases  were  classifieds 
xmder  the  heading  "Other  Causes”,  17  being  recommended  for  and 
commenced  treatment.  No  cases  were  registered  through  Retro 
lental  Fibroplasia. 

On  the  Partially  Sighted  Register,  Form  B.D.8  recommended 
treatment  in  7 cases  out  of  the  twelve  cases  of  Cataract  registered 
and  treatment  was  commenced  in  all  these  cases.  Two  cases  of 
Glaucoma  were  registered,  recommended  for  treatment  and  treat- 
ment commenced.  Thirty-five  cases  were  registered  through 
other  causes  and  all  received  treatment. 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  . 
the  year. 

The  following  tables,  recommended  in  Circular  2/53  of  - 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  show  details  of  Registrations  of  Blind  ^ 
and  Partially- sighted  persons  during  1953  taken  from  Forms  B.D.8.  : 

Total  number  of  Forms  B.D.8  received  was  96. 

Table  P. — Follow-Up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons — 1953. 


Cause  of  DisabiUty. 


Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolen- 
tal  Fibro- 
plasia 

Others 

(a)  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7(c)  of  Forms  BD8 
recommends  ; 

Nil. 

1 1 

■(..  No  treatment 
n.  Treatment  (Medical,  Sur- 

3 

2 

gical  or  Optical) 

■ivi.  Number  of  cases  in  M.  above 
which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received 

13 

1 

Nil. 

17 

i 

treatment 

10 

1 

Nil. 

17  . 

i 

i 
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Follow-Up  of  Registered  Partially  Sighted  persons  1953 


Cause  of  Disability. 


Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibro- 

plasia 

Others 

(^) 

Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7(c)  of  Form 
B.D.8  recommends  ; 
t.  No  treatment  . . 

5 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

n.  Treatment  (Medical,  Sur- 
gical or  Optical) 

7 

2 

Nil. 

35 

in.  Number  of  cases  in  n. 
above  which  on  follow 
up  action  have  received 
treatment 

7 

2 

Nil. 

35 

CEREBRAL  PALSY,  SPASTICS  AND  EPILEPTICS. 

The  following  data  regarding  Cerebral  Palsied,  Spastics  and 
Epileptics  has  been  made  available  through  various  sources,  in- 
cluding the  Home  Nursing  Service,  Health  Visitors  and  Welfare 
Service.  Whilst  I do  not  think  it  is  complete,  it  does  include  a 
large  proportion  of  those  persons  suffering  from  these  complaints. 

(fl)  Cerebral  Palsied. 

A large  number  of  these  consist  of  adult  Hemaplegics,  many 
of  advanced  years.  There  are,  however,  a few  children  which  are 


known  to  come  into  this  category, 
divides  the  known  cases  : 

The  following 

table  sub- 

Category. 

Male. 

Female. 

Adults  . . 

15 

15 

Pre-school  age  . . 

1 

1 

School  age — Attending  School 

3 

5 

Non-attenders  . . 

— . . 

1 

Of  the  eleven  cases  included  in  the  Categories  Pre-school 
and  School  Age,  one  boy  and  two  girls  were  recommended  for 
admission  to  a Special  School. 


no 


(b)  Spastics. 

I am  confident  that  all  Spastics  of  school  age  and  younger 
are  known  to  the  Department,  but  our  figure  for  adults  is  not  com- 
plete. We  have  included  a number  of  cases  who  were  known 
to  be  Spastics  when  in  school  and  have  now  grown  up.  As  for 
the  older  still  portion  of  the  popiulation,  it  is  only  by  local  knowledge 
of  the  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses,  that  we  are  able  to 
discover  them. 


Category. 

Male 

Female 

Adults — Working 

1 

. 

Not  Working 

6 

1 

Pre-school  age  . . 

4 

1 

School-age — Attending  School 

7 

5 

Non-attenders  . . 

4 

2 

There  are  twenty-three  Spastics  under  or  of  school-age. 
Of  these,  six  boys  and  two  girls  are  receiving  treatment  through 
the  local  Health  Authority  in  conjunction  with  the  Hospital  Ser- 
vices. Three  of  the  boys  have  also  been  recommended  for  ad- 
mission to  a Special  School.  One  boy,  aged  14  years,  was  admitted 
to  one  such  school  during  the  year. 

(c)  Epileptics. 


There  are  forty-two  known  Epileptics  in  the  County  Borough 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  sub-divisions  : 


Category. 

Male, 

Female 

Adults  . . 

11 

15 

Pre-school  age 

1 

— 

School-age — Attending  School 

3 

6 

Non-attenders  . . 

6 

— 

Of  the  above,  two  boys  and  three  girls  are  receiving  regular 
treatment  from  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  conjunction  with 
the  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Of  the  forty-two  cases; 
six  adult  males,  four  boys,  four  adult  females  and  one  girl  suffer 
from  Epilepsy  associated  with  Mental  Deficiency  or  Retardition. 

3£,  Slepk  ens, 

Medic.vl  Officer  of  Health. 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING 

Name  of  District  : MERTHYR  TYDFIL.  C.B, 


THE  YEAR  1953. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


-\Li,  Causes 


1 Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 Tuberculosis,  Other 

3 Syphimtic  Disease  ... 

4 Diphtheria 

5 ^^^loopmg  Cough 

6 Meningococcal  Infections 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . 

S Measles 
9 Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

10  Malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach 


11 

do. 

do. 

, Lung,  Bronchus 

12 

do. 

do. 

, Breast 

13 

do. 

do. 

, U terus 

14 

other  Mahgnant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

16  Diabetes 

17  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

18  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

20  Other  Heart  Disease 

21  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22  Influenza  ...  ... 

23  Pneumonia 

24  Bronchitis 

25  Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  & Abortion 

31  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

32  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

33  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

34  AH  other  Accidents  ... 

35  Suicide 

36  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Sex 

1 

Ages 

0-1 

1-5 

M 

461 

28 

1 

F 

388 

14 

2 

M 

9 

_ 

F 

4 

. 

M 

2 

—4. 



F 

3 

M 

— 





P 

1 





M 







F 





— 

M 





F 





M 







F 

— 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 



p 

2 

1 

1 

M 

1 



F 

1 



M 

18 





F 

14 





M 

23 

— 

— 

V' 

1 

— 

— 

F 

15 

— 

— 

F 

8 

_ 

M 

41 

F 

26 



M 





F 

1 



M 

1 





F 

7 





M 

57 





F 

55 



M 

53 



F 

32 





M 

6 

— 

F 

6 

— 

M 

70 





F 

97 

— 

. 

M 

12 

— 



P 

21 





M 

3 

— . 



F 

2 

— 



M 

15 

5 



F 

12 

1 

I 

M 

50 

— 

F 

15 





M 

15 

— u 

F 

1 

i 



M 

2 

— 

F 

— 

— f 



M 

5 

3 

F 

3 

1 



M 

2 

— 

F 

6 

■1 

— 

M 

9 

-U 

— 

F 

— 

— 

M 

3 

I3 

P 

3 

ll 



M 

41 

is 

1 

P 

47 

,7 

M 

3 



F 

2 

4_ 

___ 

M 

15 

4 



F 

2 

1 



M 

5 



F 

2 

4- 



M 

F 

4_ 

- 1 

5-15 


15-45 


28 

24 


45-65 


1 Over  1 
65-75  75 


139 

74 


5 

6 
14 


2 

15 

7 


3 

7 

7 

18 

7 

3 

2 

13 

11 

3 

3 


5 

4 

17 

1 

11 

2 

2 


13 

7 

1 

3 

2 

1 


122 

104 


4 

11 

10 


1 

2 

23 

19 

18 

15 

1 

3 

13 

13 

3 

5 


1 

2 
19 

4 

3 


4 

12 


14! 

165 

1 


14 

7 


1 

26 

28 

13 

10 

2 

1 

38 

67 

5 

13 

3 
2 

4 
4 

13 

10 

1 


9 

16 
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DEFECTS  FOUND. 
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MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR  and  NATIONAL  SERVICE. 

National  Insurance  Act,  1946  : Industrial  Analysis  of  Estimated  Number 
of  National  Insurance  Cards  held  by  Class  I Insured  Persons 
(Employed  and  Unemployed)  t 

in  June  1953  for  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Treharris  and  Merthyr  Vale  Employment  Ex- 
change and  Y.E.O.  Areas. 


Order 

* Industrial  Group 

Males  aged 
15  and 
over. 

Females  aged 
15  and 
over. 

T otal  Males 
& Females 
aged  15 
and  over 

I 

Agriculture,  Forestry  and 

Fishing 

96 

5 

101 

II 

Coalmining 

4296 

52 

4348 

Other  Mining  and  Quarrying  ... 

127 

8 

135 

III 

Treatment  of  Non-Metal 

Mining  Products  ... 

146 

36 

182 

IV 

Chemicals  and  Allied  Trades  . . . 

25 

15 

40 

V 

Sheets  and  Tinplates  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Metal  Manufacture 

6 

— 

6 

VI 

Engineering 

1005 

140 

1145 

Shipbuilding  & Shiprepairing  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Electrical  Goods 

69 

172 

241 

VII 

Vehicles 

450 

332 

782 

VIII 

Metal  Goods  not  elsewhere 

specified 

195 

19 

214 

IX 

Precision  Instruments,  Jewel- 

lerv,  etc. 

743 

250 

993 

X 

Textiles  ... 

4 

7 

11 

XI 

Leather,  Leather  Goods  and 

Fur  

23 

8 

31 

XII 

Clothing 

145 

625 

770 

XIII 

Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco 

270 

202 

472 

XIV 

Manufacture  of  Wood  & Cork... 

69 

6 

75 

XV 

Paper  and  Printing 

65 

91 

156 

XVI 

Other  Manufacturing 

Industries  ... 

241 

213 

554 

XVII 

Building  and  Contracting 

982 

12 

994 

XVIII 

Gas,  Electricity  and  Water 

375 

37 

412 

XIX 

Transport  and  Communication 

926 

62 

988 

XX 

Distributive  Trades 

817 

771 

1588 

XXI 

Insurance,  Banking  and 

Finance 

146 

66 

XXII 

National  and  Local  Govern- 

ment  Services  { 

1026 

341 

1367 

XXIII 

Professional  Services  ... 

441 

849 

1290 

XXIV 

Miscellaneous  Services  ... 

178 

554 

/ S2i 

Ex-Service  Personnel  on  leave 

9 

9 

Totals  ... 

1 2875 

4973 

17848 

Notes.  *For  details  of  Industrial  Groups  see  Standard  Industrial  Classif- 
ication 1948  (H.M.S.O.) 


tThese  persons  include  those  who  were  new  entrants  into  insurant 
at  5th  July,  1948  and  the  figures  are  therefore  now  comparable  %nta 
years  prior  to  1948. 

{This  figure  does  not  include  a large  proportion  of  Civil  Servants  wbo 
pay  their  N.l.  contributions  directly. 
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MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR  and  NATIONAL  SERVICE. 

National  Insurance  Act,  1946  : Industrial  Analysis  of  Estimated  Number 
of  National  Insurance  Cards  held  by  Class  I Insured  Persons 
(Employed  and  Unemployed)  t 
in  June,  1953,  for  Dowlais  Employment  Exchange  Area. 


! Order 

* Industrial  Group 

Males  aged 
15  and 
over. 

Females  aged 
15  and 
over. 

Total  MaU 
A Female 
aged  15 
and  over 

I 

Agriculture,  Forestry  anc 

Fishing 

3 

4 

7 

II 

Coalmining 

27 

— 

21 

Other  Mining  and  Quarrying  ... 

5 

— 

5 

III 

Treatment  of  Non-Metal 

— 

— 



Mining  Products  ... 

IV 

Chemicals  and  Allied  Trades  ... 

464 

10 

474 

, V 

Sheets  and  Tinplates  ... 

— 

— 



Other  Metal  Manufacture 

434 

16 

450 

. VI 

Engineering 

198 

40 

238 

Shipbuilding  & Shiprepairing  . . . 

— 

— 



Electrical  Goods 







. VII 

Vehicles 

2 

2 

4 

VIII 

Metal  Goods  not  elsewhere 

sf>ecified 

26 

2 

28 

IX 

Precision  Instruments,  Jewel- 

lery,  etc. 

— 





* X 

Textiles  ... 

429 

341 

770 

XI 

Leather,  Leather  Goods  and 

Fur 





XII 

Clothing 



2 

2 

XIII 

Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco 

71 

149 

220 

XIV 

Manufacture  of  Wood  & Cork... 

- - 

XV 

Paper  and  Printing 

2 

2 

XVI 

Other  Manufacturing 

Industries  ... 

74 

141 

215 

X V 11 

Building  and  Contracting 

45 

45 

XVIII 

Gas,  Electricity  and  Water 

6 



6 

XIX 

Transport  and  Communication 

58 

1 

59 

XX 

Distributive  Trades 

316 

420 

736 

XXI 

Insurance,  Banking  and 

Finance 

1 

1 

2 

XXII 

National  and  Local  Govern- 

ment  Services 

44 

4^ 

XXIII 

Professional  Services  ... 

1 

4 

XXIV 

Miscellaneous  Services  ... 

5 

19 

24 

Ex-Service  Personnel  on  leave 

3 

3 

Totals  ... 

2214 

1157 

3371 

ication  1948  (H.MiEO.) ^ --xmaxa  inausmai  x^iassit- 
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